
Subject: Re: Data centers 

? Roy Griffitts ,rwgriffitls3@gmoil.com, 

to Jon Purdy, Treasurer Julie Collard 

Jon, 

Thu. Mar 26, 1:30 PM 

Thank you for contacting me. II is late in the game but I think that your help and knowledge is important. I will find a 

way to include you. 

We are having a brief zoom meeting to introduce each other tonight at 7. I will attach a link and also a couple of 

beginning pieces of information. 

Thanks, 

Roy 

tlllP.s·//us04web zoom us/j/75369808856?P.wd=RSPKB2uA66YMy.!!!l!pJilli!lg34PHGUA 1 

On Thu, Mar 26. 2026 at 10:32AM Jon Purdy 

Roy, 

wrote: 

My apologies. I'm interested in assisting with this. I just got busy and your email got lost In the shuffle. I was not 

trying to avoid you or the opportunity. If it's not too late, add me to the list. 

On Sat. Mar 21. 2026 at 4:24 PM Roy Griffitts <rwmillills.3.@grnail£2m> wrote: 

Jon, 

We have tried a few different methods or reaching you to see If you wanted to be part of the data centers 

workgroup. You mentioned a couple or times that you were interested in doing so. 

For some reason I am not sure that we were able to reach you. We are finalizing the group lhis weekend and 

before we do I wanted to make sure we have exhausted every avenue or contacting you. 

I think you would be a valuable contributor to the group. tr however you are no longer interested or available to 

join us. that is understandable. Please let me know as soon as possible if you are interested. If you have 

questions about this, dont hesitate to call me al 214-808-0335. 

Thank you, 

Roy Griffitts 

Hayes Township PC 
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Subject: Re: aata center work group request 

? 
Donald Greg ory <dlgregoryiip0@gmail.com, Tue, Mar 24. 4:41 PM 
to Roy Griffitts, Treasurer Julie Collard, Hayes supervisor 

Hi Roy, Who is on the Data Center Committee? 

On Mon, Mar 23, 2026 at 5:50 PM Roy Griffitts <!l'{griffitts3@amall,com> wrole: 

Good afternoon Donafd, 

The work group proper consists of 5 members. These five will have the duly of preparing the recommendations to 

the PC. We have the ability to ask certain individuals lo assist us in areas of particular importance. The goal of this 

is have more help from people while we work to compile information. 

We have asked you first, given your interest and your involvement in the area. Your contribution will be greatly 

appreciated and incorporaled as appropriate In the groups recommendations. As the task of the work group is 

primarily gathering information and distilling ii into a usable package of information for near future use by the PC 

and lhe Board to insure thal the township is well positioned to respond to any potential data center project, should 

one ever come to pass. Keeping track of the rapidly changing political environmenl is vilal. 

I hope this clarifies the importance of the ask. 

Best regards, 

Roy 

On Mon, Mar 23. 2026 al 1 :10 PM Donald Gregory wrote: 

Hi Roy, Does this mean I'm on the subcommittee? I got a communication earlier today that I wasn't. Cuidale 

On Mon, Mar 23, 2026 al 9:32 AM Roy Griffitts <!l'{griffitts3@gmaH com> wrote: 

Good Morning Donald, 

Following up on our previous email regarding the work group's membership, we would like lo requesl your 
contribution to the process. 

Given your demonstrated interest in data cenler legislative actions and the related messaging in the upcoming 

election cycle, we could use your assistance in monitoring and reporting on these developments across the 
state. 

If you could provide a monthly analysis-or updates whenever significant aclions occur-it would be greatly 

appreciated. I am happy to discuss this further if you have any questions. 

Best Regards, 

Roy Griffilts 

Julie Collard 

Donald Gregory 

On twa ocmsions I how Mrn ailed by mr:mbtts of Porllomtnt. 'Pruy, Mr. Babbage, I/ yau put into the machfnr: w1ong figures, will the right onnvrrs come out?' t 

am nor able 09htly ca app,thMd lhc Jund of conju~on of idms that could provcte Judi a 11t1rs0·on. - Charin Bobbagr 

Oonak:I Gregory 
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Hi Roy, .. ,, is on the Data Center Committee? 

On Mon, Mar 23, 2026 at 5:50 PM Roy Griffitts <JYig~gmail&QIJJ> wrote: 

Good allernoon Donald, 

The work group proper consists of 5 members. These five will have the duty of preparing the recommendations to 

the PC. We have the ability to ask certain Individuals to assist us in areas of particular importance. The goal of this 

Is have more help from people while we work to compile information. 

We have asked you first, given your interest and your involvement In the area. Your contribution will be greatly 

appreciated and incorporated as appropriate in the groups recommendations, As the task of the work group is 

primarily gathering information and distilling it into a usable package of information for near future use by the PC 

and the Board to insure that the township is well positioned to respond to any potential data center project, should 

one ever come to pass. Keeping track of the rapidly changing political environment is vital. 

I hope this clarifies the importance of the ask. 

Best regards, 

Roy 

On Mon, Mar 23, 2026 at 1:10PM Donald Gregory wrote: 

Hi Roy, Does this mean I'm on the subcommittee? I got a communication earlier today that I wasn't. Cuidate 

On Mon, Mar 23, 2026 at 9:32 AM Roy Griffitts <JYig~g!l11!.ll&IDn> wrote: 

Good Morning Donald, 

Following up on our previous email regarding the work group's membership, we would like to request your 

contribution to the process. 

Given your demonstrated interest in data center legislative actions and the related messaging in the upcoming 

election cycle, we could use your assistance in monitoring and reporting on these developments across the 

state. 

If you could provide a monthly analysis-or updates whenever significant actions occur-it would be greatly 

appreciated. I am happy to discuss this further if you have any questions. 

Best Regards, 

Roy Griffitts 

Julie Collard 

Danakl Grtgory 

On two occasianr I ho'H: b.-ft'I oshdbymcm.bt-n af Porl,omtnt. 'Pl'ay, Mr, Babbo9r. •!Voll pui Imo thr mochrn,: wrongfigurt'J, Wfn thtnr;hr annw-n ~ourr I 

om not able nqhtly roopprchcnd Utt limdof confusion ofidtos that could p,avok,: svch a qua non. - Charin BobbOf;c 

Donald Gr•gory -
On rwo occollons Iha~ ~tn osk<'d by m<'m~rt of Parliament, 'Pray, Mr. Babbage, 1/you p11t into th,: madrlnt wro11g fiaurts. will rhr n9ht onJwt n come cur?' 1 om nor 

nblt nghtly ro opprrhr:nd rhr kind a{ confusion of Ideas that could prove~ such a qucsoon. • Charles Babbage 
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Subject: Fwd: Fw: Your resignat ion from the data center work group? 

? Roy Griffitts <rwgriffitts3@gmail.com, 

to Treasurer Julie Collard 

FYI 

--Forwarded message -­

From: Aloxander Curloy <a 

Date: Tue. Mar 24. 2026 at 3:42 PM 

Subject: Fw: Your resignation from the data center work group? 

To: Roy Griffitts <!:iim:il!ill~91lli!il.f.Q.IIJ>, Treasurer Julie Collard <lreasurer@hay~ll!IlLm1.'I.> 

Yahoo Mail· Search O...rmmi~. Conquer 

- Forwarded Message -
From: "LuAnne Kozma· 

Tue, Mar 2d, <:ISPM 

To: "Alexander Curle 

91Ililll£9!!J> 

. 'Hayes supervisor· <~~~p..llli@ 

Senl: Tue, Mar 24, 2026 al 3:30 PM 

Subject: Re: Your resignation from lhe data center work group? 

I should say, whether you had a role in choosing the group members or not, please 

send me a copy of your resignation letter or email. 

On Tue. Mar 24. 2026 at 3:27 PM LuAnne Kozma 

Alex, 
wrote: 

I see the data center work group has been chosen. Did you have a role in choosing 

the members of the group? If not, could you please send me a copy of your 

resignation letter from the position of co-leader of the group and copies of the 

communications that Roy Griffitts took your place in that role? 

Last I knew, an email from Julie Collard said you and she were coming up with a 

process for choosing from the applicants. 

This is a FOIA request. 

t i. 

Thank you, 

LuAnne Kozma 

9330 Woods Road 

Char!evojx M l 49720 

9 I 1• 

0357



~;.. ... .. . .. -
··~ ., ~ . ··~· , ..... , . ~ :... . .. . • 

0358



Subject: Fwd: environmental assessment 

? 
clerk hayestownshipmi <clerkhayestownshipmi@gmail.com:. 

to Treasurer Julie Collard 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Vickie Laskey 

Date: March 14. 2026 at 1 :22:37 AM EDT 

To: clerk@hJ!Y~pJ!l1g~ 

Subject: environmental assessment 

Tue. Mar ~4. 7:32AM 

Given the proximity of Lake Michigan with streams and run off into ii the data center ordinance should 

require the environmental assessment BEFORE and construction verses after it's loo late. You can see 

below the issues that were discovered on a proposed solar site in New York . 

Alexandra Fasulo O 1~ ,n Fort Edward, NY 
• Follow 
15h .._-, 

.,. 

X 

A few things came out in the en•11ronment.!l .!ssessment '-be bought for the Fort Edw·ard Grasslands 
I was not ape<t1n9 when we comm1ss,oned t'udson~ back m November. 

1 knew the site of Fort Edward Solar would irreversibly de-stroy the complex grassland ecosystem 
there - one that p~ple travel from all over the world to see. I heard enough sCJentists take the 
stand at the hearing in September to lc:now that deeply. 

The report goes over in great detail just how tt·ologicaUy destructive th,s Jocabon ior fort Edward 
Solar 1s. 

But something else came out in this report. 

The bedrock below this facility site c.!nnot hold the 8 to 10 foot steel piles that are needed to 
support the massrve solar panels. 

The pyrite. when exposed to oxygen and momure, crtates sulfunc acid that W1II acidify the soil and 
degr..,de the anchoring equipment. ihe shale 1tsel{ addibonalty, 1s too weak. to bear this bnd of 
infrastlucture J&mmed 10 feet down. 

Even more shocking ... there is an active fault undemeath the proposed facility site: the Smith Basin 
Faull 

Hudsonia then notes that Boraltx: through rts scientisu, ·cite-s an okfer geological study of the 
Br~lb•n quadrangle (1911), rather than Fish.r (1985), wh1th covers most of th• Fort Edward 
site: 
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Subject: Fwa: battery storage 

? clerk hayestownshipmi <Clerkhayestownshipmi@gmail.com> 

to Treasurer Julie Collard 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Vl~kie Laskey 

Date: March 11, 2026 al 10:57:44 PM EDT 

To: ~lillY•stownshlfl!!!i,gQl! 
Subject: battery s torage 

"=. Katie Schneider ► Protect SW Michigan: Say NO to the Oshtemo BESS 
i.~ IC.Jtl• Schnfld•, hbruJry LZ a i 9:01 AM • 0 

If a BESS incident contaminates your water, don't expect Lansing to 
fix it. 

In the event a utility-scale Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) leaks toxic contamination 
into grouncfi.o,•ater, most residents essume the government '.'11II force a full cleanup. 

THAT'S FANTASY, 

In Michigan. regulators don't automatically require land and water to be restored, What 
actuaUy far more comm:,n is: 

9 Wells gel permanently shUt down 
• Deed restrictions replace reel cleanup 
4 Contaminated soil gets aoped and left in place 
6 Families pay for bottfed water 
~ Property values drop 
.. Rts~ents are left with cne opnon: expensivt litigation 

The developer investigates themstlves. Agencies •concur: 
The public gets told the public he&lth nsk is "'mariaged:' 

Translation: Don't drink your wat tr. Don't use your land. Good luck In court 

And when local officials refuse to adopt strong hazotdovs materials protection,, that isn't 
an accldent - it's a policy choice. 

Townships are the first and last line of defense. Without a real Hazardous Materials 
Ordinance re:quiring bonding, independent testing, and full re,mediabcn ... 

Residents will be left holding the risk ond the blll. 

Read the full article here: https://mi-safety.org/en,rgy/bess/when-a-bess-incident-occurs­
who-pays/ 

Thu, Mar 12, 8:02AM 
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Subject: Fwd: data centers 

? 
clerk hayestownshipmi <clerkhayestownshipmi@gmail.com> 

to Treasurer Julie Collard 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Vickie Laskey< @Mil 
Date: March 11, 2026 at 10:53:39 PM EDT 

To: ~lli!Y~ll!lli.921! 
Subject: data centers 

<image.png> 

) 

Thu, Mar 12, 8:02AM 
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Subject: Business leaders weigh in on local data center opposition in 
Michigan - mlive.com 

? 
Roy Griffitts <rwgriffitts3@lgmail.com> 

to Alexander Curley. Treasurer Julie Collard 

FYI 

Thu. Mar 12. 6:35 AM 

tl!!P.s·/fwww mlive com/news/grand-raP.idsl2026/03/business-1eaders-weigh-1n-0n-local-data-center-0P.P.QSillon-1n­

mimi91!!L.!:!l!nl19ifl=ec50[21a-eefe-A4f5-9bbc-7075ec814cec&uJm source=Bridg~;mf, 
l!llll..CllJllllilJg □=b9b9cd783J-Biz+Walch+03%2FJ2%2f26&ulm med,um=emajJ&utm term=O c64a28dd5a-
b9b9cd7831-440633078 • 

Business leaders weigh in on local data center 
opposition in Michigan 
By E.!Jru0Yy.Jll!tl.l.my.rukr@mlivc.com 

Updated: Mar. 06. 2026, 1:13 p.m. 

Published: Mar. 06, 2026, 1: 1 J p.m. 

The Gmnd Rapids Ch!nnbcr hosted a panel discussion about cl.tin ccnltrS fea1uring. from left, Jon.11h11n Noble. senior dircc1or of g°'·cmntcnl 

3fTairs n1 Microsoft; Na111.lie StcwlU1 Mitchell. SVP of government nlT::iirs and e:imrus development for Switch; Michael Fleck. director of 
1'Cli11bili1y nnd 1"Cgion3! plnnninH nt ITC Holdings Corporn1ion: Lnurcn Snyder. svr and chief customer nnd Growth officer :n Coruumt:rs 
Energy; :rnd Christine Simon. \lice prc~idcnt of govcmmcnt :\tlnir,; :11 the Grnn<l R:ipids Chamber.Photo by F.hrcn Wynder 

GRAND RAPlDS, Ml - lndus1ry leaders say it is incumbent on 1hemselvcs 10 be hones1 about data center 

development after mon1hs of local resis1nncc. 

Microsofl joined represcn1atives from the 1cch, energy, real cs1ate and public sectors al the Grand Rapids 

Chamber Policy Conference on Friday, March 6, al Frederik Mcijcr Gardens & Sculpture Park. ,.. 0363



The Gmnd Rapid, Ch::unlxr hosted a p.1nel discus~inn about dnta centers fo<11unng. from le~ Jomulwn Noble. senior dim:ior of govcnuncn1 
affairs al Micn:»<>ft; Namlie Stew:sn Mi1i.:hclt svr of government ~nilir.. 3nd c11mpus dc\'clopmcnt for Switch: Mictwd Fleck. director of 
rclin.hility nnd regional pl:lnning al ITC lloldings Corroration: L...,urcn Snyder. SVP and chief cus1omcr and growth o11iccr 01 Consumers 
Energy: nnd Christine Simon. vice prcs,idcnl of government nff3jr.; :n the Grnnd Rapids Chamber.Photo by Ehrtn Wynder 

GRAND RA.PlDS. Ml - Industry lenders say it is incumben1 on themselves to be hones! abou1 data center 

development after months of local resistance. 

Microsofl joined representatives from the tech, energy, real cslale and public sectors at the Grand Rapids 

Chamber Policy Conference on Friday, March 6, at Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park. 

AIHasan: Iran Waging Wnr of Economic Anrition 

The event. which featured a rnnge of business and policy topics, included a panel discussion about data 

centers featuring Jonathan Noble, senior director of government aITairs at Microsoft; Lauren Snyder, SVP 

and chief customer and grow1h officer at Consumers Energy; Michael Fleck, director of reliability and 

regional planning at ITC Holdings Corporation: and Natalie Stewart Mitchell, SVP of government affairs 

and campus development for Switch. 

Christine Simon, vice president of government affairs at the Grand Rapids Chamber, modcra1cd the 

discussion. 

The panel discussion followed a busy week for Microsoft, which hosted multiple community open houses 

aimed at informing the public on data centers it plans to build in West Michigan. 

Two nf lhcse events in ~ and ~ townships received e ither negative or moderately skeptical 

reactions from residents. 

When asked why people arc coming to these meetings with such a high level of concern, Noble said the 

industry is moving forward at a rapid pace, nnd concerns over issues that were true two years ago may not be 

so now. 

"Let's just look at water: some of the studies that are out there are assuming that we have every foucet on 

24/7," he said. "You don't operate your house that way, and that 's not how we operate these buildings." 

Data centers are basically warehouses of computer hardwnrc for servers. data storage and network 

equipment that are used 10 power artificial intelligence and cloud computing. 

They've hccn in Michigan for a while now. The Switch Pyrnmid is the most prominent one in Kent County. 

But recent investments in "hyperscale" daia centers to sustain artificial intelligence have drown criticism 

because they use significant electricity nnd w:1ter to power nnd cool their servers and equipment. 

Noble. however, touted Microsoft's closed-loop cooling system that provides direct liquid cooling to each 

chip, eliminating evaporation and reducing wnter use across the company's newest data centers. 

Since 2022, operational data centers have achieved an 18¾ reduction in water usage, with a goal of reducing 

water usage by 40% by 2030. Noble said. 

On the mailer of energy usage. Snyder said other states operate diITerently. and some utilities are not 

regulated the same wny Consumers Energy is regulated by the Michigan Public Services Commission. 
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Dat11 _ .. )~rs are basically warehouses of computer hardware for servers, data storage and network 

equipment that are used to power artificial intelligence and cloud computing. 

They've been in Michigan for a while now. The Switch Pyramid is the most prominent one in Kent County. 

But recent investments in "hyperscale" data centers to sustain artificial intelligence have drawn criticism 

because they use sibrnificant electricity and water to power and cool their servers and equipment. 

Noble, however, touted Microsoft's closed-loop cooling system that provides direct liquid cooling to each 

chip, eliminating evaporation and reducing water use across the company's newest data centers. 

Since 2022, operational data centers have achieved an 18% reduction in water usage, with a goal of reducing 

water usage by 40% by 2030, Noble said. 

On the matter of energy usage, Snyder said other slates operate difTerently, and some utilities are not 

regulated the same way Consumers Energy is regulated by the Michigan Public Services Commission. 

"Our tariff provision is unique to Consumers Energy, so ifs not apples-to-apples when you look across the 

energy industry," she said. 

Snyder in a previous interview said large-scale energy users like Microsoft have to pay for the incremental 

energy infrastructure needed to meet their own demands. This means they pay a higher rate than residential 

and small business customers. 

In response to the community open houses over the past week, Noble said residents were "asking the right 

questions" and that it is "incumbent on the industry to provide the answers and provide them honestly and 

transparently and work with communities on solutions that address those concerns." 

"I think we can do so - I think we are doing so - but that takes time," he said. 

Using the Switch Pyramid data campus in Gaines Township as an example, Mitchell noted that while the 

industry is growing at a rapid pace, the timeline from announcing a new data center project, to approval, to 

full constmction can take up to two-and-a-half years. 

"When we're meeting with the communities that are welcoming us, we have to say that you are going to see 

the benefits, but it's going to be probably two years in before the building is stood up, turned on and you 

start collecting that revenue," she said. 

fleck noted that it's understandable for rural communities to be wary of such large-scale projects. 

"Sometimes they're going to communities that have not seen anything of this scale, and it is incumbent on 

us to make sure these projects are done in the right way, but change is scary," he said. "It's true whether it's a 

new housing development, a new commercial development or a new industrial development." 

Prior to the panel discussion, Noble highlighted the benefits to areas where Microsoft already is operating 

data centers. 

Data centers in Mecklenburg, Loudoun and Prince William counties in Virginia employed about I, 180 

people as of 2025. 

In West Des Moines, Iowa, Microsoft data centers have supported approximately $182 million in city street 

and utility improvements. 

In Washington, Microsoft paid S26.4 million in property taxes, representing 14.8% of all property taxes in 

Douglas and Grand counties, Noble said. 

) 
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"When we're meeting with the communities that arc welcoming us, we hnve 10 say 1hnl you arc going 10 sec 

the benefits. but it 's going lo be probably two years in before the building is stood up, turned on and you 

start collecting that revenue," she said. 

f'lcck nulcd that it's underslandnblc for rural communities lo be wary of such large-scale projects. 

"Sometimes they're going to communities that have not seen anything of this scale, and it is incumbent on 

us to make sure these projects are done in the right way, but change is scary." he said. " It's true whether it's a 

new housing development. a new commercial development or a new industrial development.'' 

Prior to the pnncl discussion. Noble highlighted the benefits 10 areas where Microsoft already is operating 

data centers. 

Data centers in Mecklenburg. Loudoun and Prince William counties in Virginia employed about I, I 80 

people as of 2025. 

l.n West Des Moines. Iowa, Microsofl data centers have supported approximately S 182 million in city street 

and mility improvements. 

ln Washington, Microsofl paid S26.4 million in property taxes, representing 14.8% of nil property lnxcs in 

Douglas and Grand counties, Noble said. 

Microsofl has said it will not seek P.A. 198 tax nbntements. which many large c01npanics in Michigan npply 

to help om c1 the costs of new development. 

A PA 19R is an industrial property lax abatement thnt eligible businesses, such as manufnc1urers, can apply to 

reduce their propeny taxes by about 50% for up lo 12 years. "High-tech faci lities," also can potentially 

qualify, according lo the Michigan Economic Development Corporation. 

In Kent County. Microsofl is pursuing approval for two data center projects in Gaines and Lowell town.ships. 

The company's recent community outreach eITons follow a rocky introduction to both communities. 

The Lowell Township Planning Commission i11itially planned to hold a public hearing regarding a then­

anonymous proposal to rezone the property on Dec. 8. That meeting, however, was postponed due to an 

overOow crowd 1hal showed up to the hearing. 

Lowell Township Supervisor Jerry Hale Inter an~ the data center proposal was being postponed 

indefinitely by the developer and its agent, Franklin Partners. 

Shortly afler, Microsoft chose lo come forward as the mystery company behind the project. The tech g iant 

was not originally identified due lo a confidentiality agreement. 

A public hearing for !he Gaines Township property rezoning in mid-December was ~ because the 

venue wns over capacity. 

Hundreds of people from Gaines Township and the surrounding nrea packed the township hall that night. 

overwhelming its max capacity of250 and forcing the planning commission to postpone the public hearing 

until it could find a bigger venue. 

In f'ebrunry, Microsofl asked to ddny the public hearing again to give it lime to engage one-on-one with 

residents. The company now plans to have its rezoning application reviewed later in March. 
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Subject: Re: Data Center Application 

? 
Hayes Treasurer <treasurerhayestownshipmi@gmoil.com> 

to Henry Zielinski 

Thank you! 

Have a great night. 

Julie 

On Wed, Mar 11, 2026 at 9:07 PM Henry Zielinski 

Hello Julie, 

Attached is my application. 

Wed, Mar 11. 9:08 PM 

wrole: 

On Wed, Mar 11. 2026 at 6:37 PM Hayes Treasurer <treasurerhayestownsh,pllli@gmai! com> wrote: 

Dear Applicants, 

Thank you for your interest in the Data Center Advisory Group. 

In reviewing our records, we noticed that we are missing official applications from the individuals on this email. We 

require all interested parties to complete the same application for selection and record-keeping purposes. 

If you have not yet done so, please take a moment lo fill out the attached blank application and submit ii. 

Please feel free to email me if you have any questions. 

Thank you, 

Julie Collard 

Hayes Township Treasurer/Advisory Board Rep 

Durktte:i:.,· cm111m tlrfrr 0111 tlurkm:ss: 011/y light''"" du thC1t, Nate cannlJI dri\ '1: out lwre: only lm-e can do tlwt. ~Altmiti Luther 

Ki1tg .Jr. 

ulie Collard--Hayes Township Treasurer 

Darknt.ts can nor dn'n• 11111 d11rk,ie.1u: nn(,· lighr can do 1/uu. f!,m~ cannnr dri,'t out Irate: 0 11~1· lm-e ca11 do that. •Manin Luther Ki11,; 

Jr. 
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Subject: Fwd: Data Center Subcommittee: Hat In the Ring 

? 
clerk hayestownsh ipmi <clerkhayestownshipmi@gmail.com, 

to Treasurer Julie Collard 

Senl from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Donald Gregory 

Date: February 21, 2026 at 5:26:33 PM EST 

To: clerk hayestownshipmi <~~p.mi@gmai!.i;QJIP 
Subj ect: Re: Data Center Subcommittee: Hat In tho Ring 

Wed. Mar 11. 5:26 PM 

Agh yes! A lillle aboul myself. I am retired from a career in lnformalion Technology (IT). I put logether "data 

centers" back when they were called "compuler rooms" and helped manage the systems running in them. I 

worked as programmer in various languages, analysis and design. database and network administration. 

project manager and team lead. in small and medium organizations, and very large ones. I like lo think I 

bring to lhe table good analytical and research skills. as well as working In a cooperative, results driven, 

goal oriented manner with other people. Cuidate 

On Wed, Feb 18, 2026 at 7:37 AM Donald Gregory ,rote: 

Hi Krislin, Please put my name forward for the Data Center Subcommillee. Cuidale 

Donald Gregory 

Orr rwo occulrorn I l,ow: bttn oskd by ~mbc-r, of l'arl,amrnt. 'Proy, Mr. Sal,bogc, if y0'1 wt ,nro tM machine wrono fi1J11rr,, will thl!' rig hr onswrn 

come- our?' I am nor able oghlly to appu:htnd lht lmd of confusion a/ 1dt:ns rhat coufd provoke wch a qucnion. • Ctiarlcs Babboat-

Oon~ld Gregory 

O" rwo occoiions I ho11t bnn asked by membcn of Po1l1oment 'Prr,y. Mr. Bobbogt, ,f you put mro the machine wrong fir11m:s, w,/1 the right onswt'rs 

~our?', om nor able rf9htly to opptthmd the kindof con{uSion of kJNs 1hot could provokr such o qunrion. • O,otks Bobbot;r 
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Subject: Message from "RNP583879B5F006" 

? 
clerkhayest ownshipmi@gmail.com 
to Treasurer 

This E-mail was sent from "RNP583879BSF006" (IM C2510). 

Scan Dale: 03.11.2026 18:01:10 (•0400) 

Queries to: cJArkhriyeslownshiP.mi@g~ 

One attachment • Scanned by Gmail 

·- ··--......... ____ _ .. - ... ---... -..... ~,_,._ .,._ -~ _., .. _ 
---"7:;--i:-e:--· 

rm 20260J111ao1110 ... 

@+ Add to Drive 

Wed, Mar 11. 6:01PM 
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To further the work of the Hayes Township Planning Commission regarding the issue of data 
center regulation, it has been recommended by the Board of Trustees that the PC appoint a work 
group to develop information that can be used by the PC in developing such regulations. This 
group will consist of 5 members and one alternate. 

A member of the Planning Commissio and the Board of Trustees along with three members of 
the community with relevant experience in the information technology industry will make up the 
work group. Interested pa11ies are urged to submit completed the application attached to the 
Township Clerk by February 27, 2026. The work group members will be selected by the PC and 
Board Representatives. Those selected will be announced on the township website. As an 
advisory work group this group has no formal decision making role regarding the utilization of 
theh' work but serves to help the township develop a common frame of reference on the topic. 

All those who wish to provide input to the committee are welcome to do so. Written comments 
are prefen·ed as they allow the committee members time to review and reflect on the comments 
made. The committee is being asked to provide is initial report to the PC and the Board within 
four months of its initial meeting. Further decisions made by the PC and the Board will occur 
after the report is received and reviewed. 

0371



~ Application for Service on Data Center Advisory Work Group 

Haves 09195 Major Douglas Sloan Road, Charlevoix,MI 49720 (231) 547-6961 

J mw'ISIIIP 

Applicant Name: _________ __________________ _ 

Street Address: ___________________________ _ 

City, State & Zip: __________________________ _ 

Telephone No.: _______________ _ □ mobile □ home □ work 

Email Address: ___________________________ _ 

Are you a registered voter in Hayes Township? □ Yes D No 

Are you a property taxpayer in Hayes Township? □ Yes □ No 

Education: 

Please briefly clescdbe your employment history: 

Explain why you want to volunteer and what makes you a good candidate. 
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State any particular experiences or skills you believe would further qualify you for this position: 

Do you believe you will have any conflicts of interest? ________________ _ 

You may attach a separate letter of interest, resume or other summary of your background and experience for 
appointment to the body you are interested in. 

Reference(s) (Name, Address, Telephone): 

Signature ___________________ __ Date signed _______ _ 

Please return to: Hayes Township, 09195 Major Douglas Sloan Road, Charlevoix, MI 49720. Or by 
e-mail to: clerk@hayestownshipmi .gov 

Hayes Township is Rn Equal Opportunity Employer and will not discriminate Among Applicants or employees with regard to race, 
religion, sex , age, national origin, height, weight, nrnrital status, non-disqualifying disability, veteran status or on the basis of nny 
characteristic that is protected by state or federal law. 
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Subject: Fwd: Joe McHugh Application 

? clerk hayestownshipmi <Clerkhayestownshipmi@gmoil.com> 

to Treasurer Julie Collard 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Joe McHugh 

Date: March 11, 2026 al 1 :53:49 PM EDT 

To: ~bay~llJlli.gQY 
Subject: Joe McHugh Application 

Hi Kristin, 

> 

Wed. Mar 11, 2:02 PM 

Attached is my application. I would like to be considered for the Planning Commission Data 

Center Work Group . Please let me know if there is anything ese you need. 

Thank You, 

Joe Mc Hugh I Mnn.,gcr of System Opcr•llons I Great Lakes Energy 

<Application-Hayes_Completed JMchugh.pdf> 
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Subject: Re: Hayes Twp Board on data centers 

? 
Bill Conklin <supervisorhoyestownshipmi@gmoil.com, Wed, Mor 11, 4: 19 PM 

to Suson Vandeventer, kristin baranski, Treasurer Julie Collard 

Hello Susan Vandeventer, 

Thank you for your e-mail communication outlining your concerns and suggestions, which mirror those shared by the 

Hayes Township Board of Trustees. Yes. on Monday evening, the Board did pass an amended Resolution to extend our 
Moratorium for a period of twelve months, during which much study, research and investigation will be undertaken by 

ourselves and the Advisory Committee. Proceedin~ with caution while reading what has occurred in other communities 

and in other states will help'us in making wise and prudent decisions about this issue. including alternatives and 

safeguards. 

We appreciate that you shared your ideas with us. We look foiward lo any further information which you might want to 

share wilh us. 

All the best . 

Bill Conklin 

On Mon, Mar 9, 2026 at 4:30 PM Susan Vandeventer 

Good Arternoon 
rote: 

I don't l ive in Charlevoix County but I believe that data centers will have an impact on our entire State which make 

decisions made in Charlevoix pertinent to all of us. 

I'm asking the Board lo please enact an ordinance lo uphold '/.moratorium on the construction or data centers until 

more time has been spent studying their potential impacts - both positive and negative - on our communities and our 

Great Lakes. And to consider allernatives to data centers such as cloud computing which are loss known but could be 

equally effective. 

There seems to be a rush across Michigan to build these data centers based on misleading or even deceptive 

information. We would be wise to proceed with caution instead or finding ourselves in the situation of "closing !he barn 

door arter the horse has bolled." 

Respectfully, 

Susan VanOeventer 

Petoskey, Ml 

) 
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Subject: Re:L cKay App - Data Center.pdf 

? Hayes Treasurer -:treasurerhayestownshipmi@gmail.com> 

to Mandie McKay 

Mandie, 

Thank you! Alex and I will be reviewing all applicants this evening. 

I'll be in touch soon. 

Julie 

On Wed, Mar 11, 2026 al 1:49PM Mandie McKay 
Julie, 

Wed, Mar 11, 1:58PM 

wrote: 

Please see my application attached. Jeremy is wiling lo be "my helper" or a sit in for meetings as he is able if that is of 
help. 

As you w ill see I am not overly qualified for this position, but a willing party. _ 

Hope this helpl Let me know if you have any questions. 

Mandie 

Darlnw.t,f{ rnmrot drfrt' U/111/orluw.fs: 011(1• /1);/,1 cu11 do 1/mt. Hau: cmutot ,lrfre out lwll': uu(,· lm>r! rnn do 1Jw1. -A/11rti,i Luther King 
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Subject: Fvv} Follow-up questions on Data Center Committee 

? Sheri McWhirter Tue, Mar 10, 6:22 PM 

to treasurer@hayestovmshipmi.gov 

Relatedly, I tried to email Alexander Curley, but the email address provided on the township's website resulted in a 

bounce-back email saying the address doesn't exist. 

Can you help connect me with him? I'd love lo talk with him. as well. 

Thanks so much, 

Sheri McWhirter 

From: Sheri McWhirter 

Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2026 6:04 PM 

To: Hayes Treasurer <treasurerhayfill.QW}filjp..!!!l@_gmail.com> 

Subject : RE: Follow-up questions on Data Center Committee 

Thank you so much for getting back to me so quickly - I really appreciate that. 

I'll likely break my reporting about the board's discussion and action last night into a couple of stories, one about the 

moratorium extension and then another about the new committee. 

Again. thanks a ton. Have a great evening! 

Sheri McWhirter 

From: Hayes Treasurer <treasurerhavernJllilill.!lli@.!lm.lli.L.~.1:ri> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2026 5:55 PM 

To: Sheri McWhirter 

Subject: Re: Follow-up questions on Data Center Committee 

Hi Sheri. 

Thank you for reaching out regarding the board meeting. 

To clarify, I did state that I was pleased to see the moratorium extended to one year. I am also looking forward lo 

serving as the board representative on the Data Center Advisory Committee. Working with Alexander Curley and our 

community members provides an important opportunity to educate ourselves and share that information with the 

residents of Hayes Township. I consider Alex a very capable and valuable member of the Planning Commission. and I 

look forward lo working with him to lead this committee. 

Regarding the concerns raised, I believe Alex is a person of integrity. Ha conflict of interest existed, I am confident he 

would have stepped away. We are both committed to the best interests of the township and will work diligently to 

research. inform, and protect our community. 

Ultimately, the committee's role is advisory only. We will compile factual. science-based studies and incorporate 

community concerns to present to the Planning Commission. Any subsequent actions will be at their discretion. 

Have a great evening! 

Jurie 

On Tue, Mar 10, 2026 at 2:55 PM Sheri McWhirter Cb!,!!!1$ 

Hi Julie. 

&ii& vrote: 
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Tha for reaching out regarding the board meeting. 

To clarify, I did state that I was pleased to see the moratorium extended to one year. I am also looking forward lo 

serving as lhe board representative on the Data Center Advisory Commillee. Working with Alexander Curley and our 

community members provides an importani opportunity to educate ourselves and share that information with the 

residents of Hayes Township. I consider Alex a very capable and valuable member of the Planning Commission. and I 

look forward to working wilh him to lead this committee. 

Regarding the concerns raised, I believe Alex is a person of integrity. If a conflict of inlerest existed, I am confident he 

would have stepped away. We are both commilled to the best interests of the township and will work diligently to 

research, inform, and protect our community. 

Ultimately, the commillee's role is advisory only. We will compile factual, science-based studies and incorporate 

community concerns to present to the Planning Commission. Any subsequent actions will be at their discretion. 

Have a great evening! 

Julie 

On Tue, Mar 10. 2026 at 2:55 PM Sheri McWhirter 

Hi Julie, 

wrote: 

I'm reaching out to you after fistening to last night's BOC meeting online. Did I hear you say you were happy to have 

to extension come back up? I think that was you but wanted to double check. 

Also, I noticed in the supervisor's written report that a new Data Center Commillee will be established with you. 

Planning Commission member Alexander Curley, and several community members. Any thoughts about your 

expectations for that new committee? 

Also, what are your thoughts regarding conflict-of-in terest objections raised by the public last night regarding the 

commiltee including Mr. Curley, who is employed by Holtec? 

Thanks very much for your help. Have a good afternoon! 

Cheers, 

Sheri McWhirter 
Environment reporter 

MLive/Grand Rapids Press 

ulie Collard--Hayes Township Treasurer 

Darkness cannm dn'i'Y! r,m durJm,-ss: only light cun do thc,t, flutt- rnnnot drfrc ""' lwtt>: nnly lm-e c·,111 ,lu thar. -

Mani'1 Lmht-r King Jr. 
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Subject: Fw) Email for Joe Gorney 

? 
Roy Griffitts <rwgriffilts3@gmail.com> 

10 Alexander Curley. Hayes Treasurer 

Sun. Mar 8, 5:41 PM 

FYI a potential source of info. Do you have lhe write up from lhe MTA blog that another township has put together? If 

not let me know and I will dig ii out. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Leslie Cunningham 
Subject: Fwd: Email for Joe Gorney 

Date: March 8, 2026 at 1 :47:59 PM EDT 

To: Matt Cunningham <~lmy~RJD.i.mre. Hayes Treasurer 

<lreasurertrnyeslownship.f!li@g~>. Deputy Clerk Email <Q.!lllliJY~fil@gmail com>. Hayes 
supervisor <!illP-BrvisorhaY.eslownshjpmj@gmail com>, lruslee1@h.!!Y~P~99\I. 

Here is some solid thinking about data centers. and they admit their bias from the beginning, However 

ii is based upon science and evidence. Joe would be willing to meet with you either formally or informally 
at any lime. Lei me know if you need me lo host a coffee hour al my house! 

Les 

--- Forwarded message -­

From: Ann Gorney 

Dale: Sun. Mar 8, 2026 al 1:29 PM 
Subject: Email for Joe Gorney 

To: Leslie Lyons Cunningham Cunningham Leslie Lyons 

Here is my brother's email, and a link to begin looking into Data Centers. I have read a lot of malerial he 

has sent me. I still do not believe a Data Center up here is a good thing. There are loo many variables 

and things lhal can go wrong. To me, it's like they are building the ship while already sailing ii. 

Ann 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Gorney, Joseph" > 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]Join us on March 31 for a Conservation Cafe on Nuclear 

Doregulalionl 
Date: March 4, 2026 al 11 :40:47 AM EST 

To: Ann Gorney< 

Annie, 

You can give him my contact information. There's a lot of information I could 

pass along. The Piedmont Environmental Council website would be a good 

place to start (Data Centers & EnergY. Demand - The Piedmont Envjronmenlal 

~ ). Fairfax County is doing some land use compatibility regulations, but 

we don't address the full range of issues that must be considered. I also plan to 

investigate what Frederick County, Maryland is doing via their (CDI?) Zoning 

Overlay and various regulatory standards for pretreatment of effluent and 

reporting . Whatever you do, do not agree to non-disclosure agreements. 

Otherwise, there's no accountability. ., 0382
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1asurerhayeslownship.!!!!.@gmail.com>, Deputy Clerk Email <~p_!!)yclerkhaye¾llgmail.com>, Hayes 

supervisor <fillP.ervisorhayeslownship..mi@gmail.com>, ~lli!yestownship~gQY 

Here is some solid thinking aboul data centers, and they admil their bias from the beginning, However 

it is based upon science and evidence. Joe would be willing to meet with you either formally or informally 

al any lime. Lei me know if you need me to host a coffee hour al my house! 

Les 

--- Forwarded message -­
From: Ann Gorney 

Dale: Sun, Mar 8, 2026 al 1 :29 PM 

Subject: Email for Joe Gorney 

To: Leslie Lyons Cunningham 4!!!!!■••••••• Cunningham Leslie Lyons 
< > 

Here is my brother's email. and a link to begin looking into Data Centers. I have read a lot of material he 
has sent me. I still do not believe a Data Center up here is a good thing. There are too many variables 

and things lhal can go wrong. To me, it's like they are building the ship while already sailing ii. 

Ann 

Begin forwarded message: 

• From: "Gorney, Joseph" <JoseP.h Gorney@{ajrfaxcounty,gQY> 

Subject : RE: [EXTERNAL]Join us on March 31 for a Conservation Cafe on Nuclear 

Deregulation ! 

Date: March 4, 2026 at 11 :40:47 AM EST 

To: Ann Gorney 

Annie, 

You can give him my contact information. There's a lot of information I could 

pass along. The Piedmont Environmental Council website would be a good 

place to start (Data Centers & Energy Demand - The Piedmont Environmental 

Council). Fairfax County is doing some land use compatibility regulations. but 

we don't address the full range of issues that must be considered. I also plan to 

investigate what Frederick County, Maryland is doing via their (CDI?) Zoning 

Overlay and various regulatory standards for pretrea(menl of effluent and 

reporting. Whatever you do, do nQ.! agree to non-disclosure agreements. 

Otherwise, there's no accountability. 

More to come. 

Joe 

Joseph C. Gorney, AICP, Chief, Planning & Policy Section 

Department of Public Works & Environmental Services - Stormwater Planning 

Division 

Fairfa• County, Virginia 

ISA Certified Arborist, MA-7095A 

• 
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Subject: Data Center committee named yet? 

? 
LuAnne Kozma Mon, Mar 9, 11:27 AM 

to Alexander Curley, Treasurer Julie Collard, Hayes supervisor 

Alex and Julie, 

I would like to know when you plan to announce who wi ll be on the data center 

committee. Please provide your criteria for choosing who will be on it. 

Thanks, 

LuAnne Kozma 
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Subject: Re: Any decisions on data center working group? 

? Hayes Treasurer <Treasurerhayestownshipmi@gmail.com> 

to LuAnne Kozma 

Hi LuAnne. 

Wed, Mar 4, 11:51AM 

There have been no decisions made yet regarding the data center working group. Alex and I are currently developing a 

process for these selections. 

We will reach out lo all applicants once lhe details are in place. Thank you for following up on your application. 

Have a lovely day. 

Julie 

On Wed. Mar 4, 2026 al 11 :10AM LuAnne Kozma 

Hi Julie, 
rote: 

Checking in with you on what decisions have been made about the data center 

working group. Anything yet? 

Thanks, 

LuAnne Kozma 

ulie Collard --Hayes Township Treasurer 

Darkne.,s cannot drfrt- mll tlurlme:rs: 011/y /igl,1 con do that. Hute ctmn01 drfrr 0111 lmte: 011~1' lm't' C{lll do that. -M arti11 Luther King 
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Subject: Fwd: Application for data center advisory committee 

? 
LuAnne Kozma 
to Treasurer Julie Collard 

Julie, I meant to also send this to you, sorry about that. 

LuAnne 

--Forwarded message -­
From: LuAnne Kozma 

Date: Fri. Feb 27. 2026 at 2:17 PM 

Subject: Application for data center advisory committee 

To: krislin baranski <!.lll.ds.@tlliY.!!.filID:illfiR!llL9QP 

Cc: Hayes supervisor <~~y~p.ml@9[Illli1£Q!ll> 

Kristin, 

Fri. Feb 27. 2:20 PM 

Attached is my application for the advisory committee on data centers. I think it's key to 

have someone on the committee knowledgeable about zoning and planning as it relates 

to data centers, not soley people involved in the IT industry with no zoning experience. I 

have now taken six webinars on data centers. Since November I have been involved in 

data center zoning issues and two court cases on data centers, so I would be an asset 

to this committee. 

LuAnne Kozma 

One attachment • Scanned by Gmail @. Add to Drive 

Im Kozmo npplicatio.~ 
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Subject: Re: Data center workgroup 

? Hayes Treasurer <:treasurerhayestownshipmi@gmail.com> 
to Roy GriffittS 

Excellent. Thank you for sharing. 

Julie 

~ 
On Mon. Feb 16, 2026 at 4:23 PM Roy Griffitts <!Y;grilfills3@amail com> wrote: 

Good afternoon. 

Mon. Feb 16, 9: 18 PM 

Attached please find my ideas for announcing the the formation of the workgroup you have agreed to serve on. Please 

let me know if you have any concerns about ii. I plan to use this as the basis for our discussion tomorrow night. 

Thanks, 

Roy 

ulie Collard-·Hayes Township Treasurer 

Darlowss lW 11101 drfre out ,larknc•ss: only light c:on do that. Hme cannm drfr,· 0111 /wit.'.' on~,, lol't· c:m1 do tltat. -Marti11 lutlwr King 
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Subject: Zoning it Out? - Applying Michigan's Statutory Exclusionary 
Zoning Provision - FSBR 

? Roy Griffitts <rw9riffi1ts3@lgmail.com> Mon, Feb 16, 9:14AM 

to Alexander Curley, Hayes Treasurer, Hayes supervisor. CT Mortin 

Good Morning All, 

As you will be part of the leadership of the workgroups on short term rentals and data centers, Just as a 
reminder/refresher I am passing along a brief summary lhe key points on exclusionary zoning that you will need to 
keep In mind during your work. 

Many thanks for agreeing to help with lhese issues. 

Roy 

t!l!P.s:1/(sbrlaw com/2023110131 /zoning-il-0ul-aP.pJy.i!!g-michigans-slalulorv,exclusionaey~g,P.rovisionl 

Zoning it Out? - Applying Michigan's Statutory 
Exclusionary Zoning Provision 
Ma11y Iow11ship.< njlen wn111 to ~?10w the limit.< of Michiga11 law 11·ith rc.Ipecr In the sta11dard.< applicahlc to 

=nning In avoid excluding certain land use.t within their borders. Case /mr suggests thn1 some comm,mities 

mayji11d it necessary tn strict~v reg11/ate !he locatin11 n.f11ses a11d stnIcI11res rhro11gh their Zo11i11g Orrli11a11ce, 

i11c/11tli11g billboan/.,·, re11ewable energy projects (wind a11d sofa,), la11d 11ses related to waste, gravel p its, a11d 

mobile home comm1111ities. These discuss inns relate to exclusionary =nning challenges. 

The Michiga11 Za11i11g £11ahli11g Act i11 MCL 125.3207 i11c/11tles stat11tnry /anf!!taf!.e that l(eneral/y prol,;bir., 

tnwn.,·h ip :nni11g m¥linrmces.from totally prohibiting la11tl 11ses s11bject to lim ited exceptin11.< related tn the 

demo11strated 11eedfnr the la11d 11se, the appropriaten ess r,f"lncatinnfar the lam/ 11se, or the /m~f,tl11ess ~(the 

l n11d 11.<e. This £ -L etter f'rol'ide.,: (I) a 11011-exha11stive s11111ma,y n.f hnw Michigan co11rt., Jw,·e Of'plierl the 

statWmJ' e.rc/11sio11m)' :011i11g le.ff 1111,/ (2) tips 011 hnw )'Oltr township ca11 a"oid challenge.,· nfstnt11tn1y 

exc/usirmn,y zoning. 

Michigan's Statutory Exclusionary Zoning Prohibition 

In townships with zoning. all zoning ordinances arc subject to provisions and requirements of the Miclugan 

Zoning Enabling Act. ln summary, zoning ordinances provide for local control over 1he locmion of land uses 

and arc intended to filci litate the orderly development of a township by ensuring, mnong other things. the 

compatibility of land uses lo promote the public health, safety, and we I fore. Sec e.g., MCL 125.320 I. 

Michigan courts presume zoning ordinances are valid. Landon Holdings, Inc v Grattan Twp, 257 Mich App 
154, 174; 667 NW2d 93 (2003). 

Sometimes town.ships have to make difficult policy decisions when dctennining appropriate locations for 

certain land uses that may be, for various reasons, unpopular with residents without sunicicnt conditions and 

siting constrnints to avoid nuisance factors such as noise, odor, glare, among other things. Because certain 

land uses may be either unpopular with residents or can potentially cause compalibility issues with 

neighboring or adjacent land uses, this may lead to a township finding that a land use is only appropriate in 

certain land use districts of the township. When that situation occurs, landowners who may want to site snch 

a land use may challenge a township's zoning regulations under an "exclusionary zoning·· theory. 

MCL 125.3207 is the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act's statutory provision addressing "exclusionary 

) 
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loc, )ofgovernme11t does not exist where the 11se may be appropriately located or the use is 11nlawj, )~ 

In Michigan, courts interpret statutes according to their plain and ordinary language. See Warren :f Station. 

Inc v City of Bronson, 241 Mich App 384, 388; 61 S NW2d 769 (2000). A variety of courts have reviewed the 

provision above and have made various findings and conclusions. Below are some examples of how courts 

have applied the statute above in list fonn for convenience. 

l. Not every land use is per se appropriate for every community due to unique circumstances across 

the townships. For example, industrial land uses are likely not appropriate for Mackinac Island. 

Hendee\' Putnam n,p, 486 Mich S56, S76-77; 786 NW2d S21 (2010). 

2. Generally speaking, all land uses will be subject to this standard under the Michigan Zoning 

Enabling Act, unless there are special zoning preemption provisions such as those for electrical 

transmission lines, adult foster care facilities and similar lnnd uses, oil and gas wells, among other 

land uses. Kyser v Kasson Tlvp, 486 Mich S 14, 542; 786 NW2d 543 (20 I 0). 

3. A "desire" (economic, self-serving want) for a land use is not the same as a demonstrated need for 

the land use. Int 'I Outdoor v City of Lil'Dnia, unpublished per curiam opinion of the Court of 

Appeals, issued June 14, 2016 (Docket No. 32S243), pp *28-29. Demonstrated need generally 

relates to a public need for the land use. 

4. The burden to "prove" exclusionary zoning includes the obligation to prove a zoning ordinance 

totally prohibits the proposed land use. Houdek v Centerville 1\,p, 276 Mich App S68, S78; 741 

NW2d S87 (2007). 

S. A challenge under a statutory exclusionary zoning claim is likely not "ripe" or appropriate if a 

developer hac; not sought out all potential requests it can make to site the land use (e.g., variances) 

Putnam TMp, 486 Mich S56 at S73 (2010). 

Key takeaways from the statutory provision above in addition to the findings from various courts under 

MCL 12S.3207 are: (l) the provision only governs when a land use is totally prohibited; (2) there must be a 

"demonstrated need" for the land use within a township or surrounding community unless the land use may 

not be appropriately located (including being unlawful). 

Tips to Guard Against Excluding an Appropriate Zoning Use 

Understanding the framework for the statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning, townships should 

consider several concepts when assessing their master plans, adopting new zoning ordinances, or amending 

their current zoning ordinances. Below is a list of considerations that townc;hips should consider when 

assessing their master plan, and drafting, amending, and applying their zoning ordinances to avoid a 

statutory exclusionary zoning challenge. 

l. Generally, do not prohibit land uses. The statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning does not 

apply if a township does not 1mlllly_nmhihi! land use in its zoning ordinance. For land uses that 

cause compatibility issues, consider allowing them in specific zoning districts and subjecting them 

to special land use pennit review where conditions can mitigate against the impacts from the use. 

2. lf a new land use is being proposed or limitations are being imposed that might effectively ban a 

use, think about the "need" for iL If a township is considering a request regarding a new land use 

or limitations being imposed for a current use that effectively bans that use within its boundaries, 

the first prong of MCL 12S.3207 will be met and there may be a higher probability of facing 

challenges under exclusionary zoning. If a zoning ordinance prohibits a land use intentionally, a 

townc;hip must be prepared to have evidence and/or sufficient reasoning of why the land use is not 

needed in the township or in the region. This will be particularly difficult to satisfy for those uses 

with a public need in the area or region. 

3. Use the master planning process as a tool. Points #l and #2 involve considering the V 
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"den. 

not be appropriately located (including being unlawful). 

Tips to Guard Against Excluding an Appropriate Zoning Use 

Understanding the framework for the statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning. townships should 

consider several concepts when assessing their master plans. adopting new zoning ordinances, or amending 

their current zoning ordinances. Below is a list of con.~idcrations that townships should consider when 

assessing their master plan, and drafting, amending, and applying their zoning ordinances to avoid a 

statutory exclusionary zoning challenge. 

I . Generali;, do 111Jt prohibit /anti 11ses. The statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning does not 

apply ifa township does not l.Q!Jilly_!lililiihll lancl use in its zoning ordinance. for land uses that 

cause compa1ibility i.m,es. consider allowing them in specific zoning districts and subjecting tlietn 

to special land use pem1it review where conditions can mitigate against the impacts from the use. 

2. If" new land 11se is being proposed or li111itati1ms are hei11g impo.setl tht1t might effectively ban a 

11se, think 11bo11t tire "need" for it. If a township is considering a request regarding a new land use 

or limitations being imposed for a current use that efTcctivcly bans that use within its boundaries, 

the first prong ofMCL 125.3207 will be met and there may be a higher probability of facing 

challenges under exclusionary zoning. If a zoning ordinnncc prohibits a land use intentionally, a 

township must be prepared to have evidence and/or sufficient reasoning of why the land use is not 

needed in the township or in the region. This will be particularly difficult to satisfy for those uses 

with a public need in the area or region. 

3. Use tire master planning process as a tool. Points Ii I and #2 involve considering the 

appropriateness of land uses in a township and whether land uses arc needed in a township or 

region. These are great items to address in a master plan regarding future land use development. 

Points in a master plan about these issues could be relied on rclnted to application of MCL 

125.3207. 

4. Study lam/ uses that may be 1111fa111iliar. Zoning ordinances will not perfectly anticipate all land 

uses that 1110)' become more prevalent over the years. For example, the rnpid development ofutility­

scale solar energy projects is something that many may hnve not anticipated decades ago when 

mnny zoning ordinances were written. To avoid potential statutory exclusionary zoning challenges, 

consider studying new land uses nnd temporarily pnusc consideration of such land uses rather than 

just pointing to a zoning ordinance and infonning II developer that the land use is prohibited. 

Information about imposing moratoriums is available in a separate c-lcttcr here: 

bttps· // fabrlaw com/202 'l/03/3 I /p.IlIBfilllg,r.ausc-onswecHo-sevcn-frcq l!Clll.Jy~quest i ons-abo, 11-

morntoriums/. 
5. U111/erstat11/ tire risk. Quite simply, more restrictive zoning regulations will create more 

opportunities for challenges from developers based on statutory exclusionary zoning theories, 

among other legal theories. Although not the topic of this E-lettcr, developers may challenge 

restrictive zoning ordinances on theories very similor to MCL 125.3207 such as older common law 

and constitutional theories. See e.g., /111 '/ 011tdoo,· v City of livnnia, unpublished per curiam 

opinion of the Court of Appeals. issued June I 4. 2016 (Docket No. 325243), n I. 

We hope the above helped outline how the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act ·s exclusionary zoning language 

worh and how courts have applied the test. Do not hesitate to contoct us if your township needs help 

applying the statutory test above or otherwise needs guidance on how other challenges may apply to your 

zoning ordinance provisions. 
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"den,_ lted need': ior th; land use wit~i; a township or surrounding co~unity unl~s~ ;he land use ma) 

not be appropriately located (including being unlawful). 

Tips to Guard Against Excluding an Appropriate Zoning Use 

Understanding the framework for the statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning, townships should 

consider several concepts when nssessing their master plans, adopting new zoning ordinances, or amending 

their current zoning ordinances. Below is a list of considerations that townships should consider when 

assessing their master plan, and drafting, amending, and applying their zoning ordinances to avoid a 

statutory exclusionary zoning challenge. 

I. Generally, do not prohibit land uses. The statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning does not 

apply if n township does not 1W.n1Jy_nmhihi! land use in its zoning ordinance. For land uses that 

cause compatibility issues, consider allowing them in specific zoning districtc; and subjecting them 

to special land use permit review where conditions can mitigate against the impacts from the use. 

2. If a 11ew land use is being proposed or limitations are being imposed t/rat might effectively ba11 a 

11se, t/rink abo11t the "need" for it. If a township is considering a request regarding a new land use 

or limitations being imposed for a current use that effectively bans that use within its boundaries, 

the first prong of MCL 125.3207 will be met and there may be a higher probability of facing 

challenges under exclusionary zoning. If a zoning ordinance prohibits a land use intentionally, a 

township must be prepared to have evidence and/or sufficient rensoning of why the land use is not 

needed in the township or in the region. This will be particularly difficult to satisfy for those uses 

with a public need in the area or region. 

3. Use tlte master planning process as a tool. Points #I and #2 involve considering the 

appropriateness ofland uses in a township and whether land uses are needed in a township or 

region. These are great items to address in a master plan regarding future land use development. 

Points in a master plan about these issues could be relied on related to application of MCL 

125.3207. 

4. St11dy land 11ses that may be 11nfamiliar. Zoning ordinances will not perfectly anticipate all land 

uses that may become more prevalent over the years. For example, the rapid development ofutility­

scnle solar energy projects is something that many may have not anticipated decades ago when 

many zoning ordinances were written. To avoid potential statutory exclusionary zoning challenges, 

consider sh1dying new land uses and temporarily pause consideration of such land uses rather than 

just pointing to a zoning ordinance and informing a developer that the land use is prohibited. 

lnfonnation about imposing moratoriums is available in a separate e-letter here: 

h1Jns·//fc;br1aw corn/2023/03/'.l J/~g:nause-answers-to-seven-frequenl]y~s.ke~uiestjons-ahout­
morntoriurns/. 

5. Understand the risk. Quite simply, more restrictive zoning regulations will create more 

opportunities for challenges from developers based on statutory exclusionary zoning theories, 

among other legal theories. Although not the topic of this E-letter, developers may challenge 

restrictive zoning ordinances on theories very similar to MCL 125.3207 such as older common law 

and constitutional theories. See e.g., Int 'I 011tdoor v City of Livonia, unpublished per curiam 

opinion of the Court of Appeals, issued June 14, 2016 (Docket No. 325243), n I. 

We hope the above helped outline how the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act's exclusionary zoning language 

works and how courts have applied the test. Do not hesitate to contact us if your township needs help 

applying the statutory test above or otherwise needs guidance on how other challenges may apply to your 

zoning ordinance provisions. 
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Subject: Zoning it Out? - Applying Michigan's Statutory Exclusionary 
Zoning Provision - FSBR 

? 
Roy Griffitts <rwgriffitts3@gmail.com> Mon, Feb 16, 9: 14 AM 
to Alexander Curley. Hnyes Trensurer. Hayes supervisor, CT Martin 

Good Morning All, 

As you will be part of the leadership of the workgroups on short term rentals and data centers, Just as a 
reminder/refresher I am passing along a brief summary the key points on exclusionary zoning that you will need lo 
keep in mind during your won<. 

Many thanks for agreeing to help with these issues. 

Roy 

hl!P.s://fsbrlaw comi2023/ 10/31 lroning-it-0ut-aP.pJy.in9-michigans-statutorv-exdus,onary-zoning:P.!lW.filO.!ll 

Zoning it Out? - Applying Michigan's Statutory 
Exclusionary Zoning Provision 
Ma11y townships nfie11 11·0111 ro k11nw rhe limits of Michigm, law 11·ith respecr tn rhe standards app/ical,le tn 

:011i11g to cn·oid e.xclruling certain land uses 1dthi11 their borders. Case law sugge."ts that some comm1mities 

mayfi11d it nece.1·.m1y to strict~\/ reg11lare tire locntirm fl{11ses and .<tmct11res 1hm11g/r their Zoning Ordi11a11ce. 

including billbaanls, renell'ahle energy projects (wind and ,<nlar), la11d uses related 10 \\'OSie. gravel pits. and 

mobile home cmwmmities. The.fie disc11ssio11s relate to exclusionary : nning challenges. 

The Michigan Zoning Enahling Act in MCL 125.3207 include.,· sratutmy lang11age that generally prol,ibits 

/011'11.<hip zoning nrdi11a11ces from totally prohibiring la11d uses s11bject In limited exception., related to the 

demonstrated 11eedfnr the land use. the appropriateness nflncatin11.fnr the land use, or the /a11jid11ess o_(the 

land 11se. This £-Lener provides: (I) a nn11-exhm1stive .rn111111my nf hnw Michigan courts have applied the 

stntut01J' exclusin11a,J, =011i11g lest nnd (2) lips 011 ltnw your Jowu.,·/11/1 can avoid challenges nf.,·tallll(}J:v 

exclusiona,y =oning. 

Michigan's Statutory Exclusionary Zoning Prohibition 

In townships with zoning, all zoning ordinances are subject to provision~ and requirements of the Michigan 

Zoning Enabling Act. In summary. zoning ordinances provide for local control over the location of land uses 

and are intended to facilitate the orderly development of a township by ensuring, among other things. the 

compatibility of land uses to promoie the public health, safety, and welfare. See e.g .. MCL 125.320 I. 

Michigan courts presume zoning ordinances arc valid. Landon /-In/dings. /11c 11 Cratta11 1ivp, 257 Mich App 

154, 174; 667 NW2cl 93 (2003). 

Sometimes townships have to make difficult policy decisions when cletcnnining appropriate locations for 

certain land uses that may be, for various reasons, unpopular with residents without sufficient conditions and 

siting constraints to avoid nuisance factors such as noise, odor, glare, among o1her things. Because certain 

land uses may be either unpopular wit'1 residents or can potentially cause compatibility issues with 

neighboring or adjacent land uses. this may lead to a township finding that a land use is only appropriate in 

certain land use districts of the township. When that situation occurs, landowners who may want to site such 

a land use may clrnllcnge a township's zoning regulations under an "exclusionary zoning·• theory. 

MCL 125.3207 is the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act's statutory provision addressing "exclusionary 0395



cert, } use districts of the township. When that situation occurs, landowners who may want to site Sul l 
a land use may challenge a township's zoning regulations under an "exclusionary zoning" theory. 

MCL 125.3207 is the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act's statutory provision addressing "exclusionary 
zoning." It provides: 

A zoning ordinance or zoning decision shall not have the effect of totally prohibiting the establishment of a 
land use within n local unit of government in the presence of a demonstrated need for that land use wit/1i11 

either tl,at local unit of govermne11t or tl,e surrounding area within the state, unless a location witlli11 the 
local unit of government does not exist where tl,e 11se may he appropriately located or t/1e use is unlawful. 

In Michigan, courts interpret statutes according to their plain and ordinary language. See Warren:\" Station, 

Inc" City of Bron:mn, 241 Mich App 384,388; 615 NW2d 769 (2000). A variety of courts have reviewed the 
provision above and have made various findings and conclusions. Below are some examples of how courts 
have applied the statute above in list form for convenience. 

I. Not every land use is per se appropriate for every community due to unique circumstances across 

the townships. For example, industrial land uses are likely not appropriate for Mackinac Island. 
Hendee v Putnam Twp, 486 Mich 556, 576-77; 786 NW2d 521 (2010). 

2. Generally speaking, all land uses will be subject to this standard under the Michigan Zoning 
Enabling Act, unless there are special zoning preemption provisions such as those for electrical 

transmission lines, adult foster care facilities and similar land uses, oil and gas wells, among other 

land uses. Kyser v Kas.mn 1\vp, 486 Mich 514, 542; 786 NW2d 543 (20 l 0). 
3. A "desire" (economic, self-serving want) for a land use is not the same as a demonstrated need for 

the land use. Int 'I Outdoor 11 City of Livonia, unpublished per curiam opinion of the Court of 
Appeals, issued June 14, 2016 (Docket No. 325243), pp •28-29. Demonstrated need generally 

relates to a public need for the land use. 

4. The burden to "prove" exclusionary zoning includes the obligation to prove a zoning ordinance 
totally prohibits the proposed land use. Houdek,, Centerville 1\vp, 276 Mich App 568, 578; 741 

NW2d 587 (2007). 

5. A challenge under a statutory exclusionary zoning claim is likely not "ripe" or appropriate if a 

developer has not sought out all potential requests it can make to site the land use (e.g., variances) 
Putnam Twp, 486 Mich 556 at 573 (2010). 

Key takeaways from the statutory provision above in addition to the findings from various courts under 
MCL 125.3207 are: (I) the provision only governs when a land use is totally prohibited; (2) there must be a 

"demonstrated need" for the land use within a township or surrounding community unless the land use may 
not be appropriately located (including being unlawful). 

Tips to Guard Against Excluding an Appropriate Zoning Use 

Understanding the framework for the statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning, townships should 
consider several concepts when assessing their master plans, adopting new zoning ordinances, or amending 

their current zoning ordinances. Below is a list of considerations that townships should consider when 

assessing their master plan, and drafting, amending, and applying their zoning ordinances to avoid a 

statutory exclusionary zoning challenge. 

I. Ge11erally, do not prohibit land uses. The statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning does not 

apply if a township does not mtnlly_nmhihi! land use in its zoning ordinance. For land uses that 
cause compatibility issues, consider allowing them in specific zoning districts and subjecting them 

to special land use permit review where conditions can mitigate against the impacts from the use. 
2. If a new land use is being proposed or limitations are being imposed tllat might effectively ban a v 

) 
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the land use. /111 '/ Outdoor v Ci(v of Lil'Onia, unpublished per curiam opinion of the Court of 

Appeals. issued June 14, 2016 (Docket No. 325243). pp *28-29. Dcmon.~trated need generally 

relates to a public need for the land use. 

4. The burden to "prove'' exclusionary zoning includes the obligation to prove u zoning ordinance 

totally prohibits the proposed land use. Houdek v Centerville Twp, 276 Mich App 568, 578; 741 

NW2d 587 (2007). 

5. A challenge under a statutory exclusionary zoning claim is likely not "ripe" or appropriate ifa 

developer has not sought out all potential requests it can make to site the land use (e.g., variances) 

P11111am 7i1JJ, 486 Mich 556 at 573 (2010). 

Key takeaways from the statutory provision above in addition to the findings from various courts under 

MCL 125.3207 arc: {I) the provision only governs when" lnnd use is totally prohibited; (2) there must be a 

"demonstrated need" for the land use within a township or surrounding community unless the land use may 

not be appropriately located (including being unlawful). 

Tips to Guard Against Excluding an Appropriate Zoning Use 

Understanding the framework for the statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning. townships should 

consider several concepts when assessing their master plans, adopting new zoning ordinances, or amending 

their current zoning ordinances. Below is a list of considerations that townships should consider when 

assessing their master plan. and drafling, amending, and applying their zoning ordinances to avoid n 

statutory exclusionary zoning chullcnge. 

I. Ge11ernl(11 do 1101 prohibit ln11tl uses. The statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning does not 

apply if n township docs not totally_r.rohjbit land use in its zoning ordinance. For land uses that 

cause compatibility issues, consider allowing them in specific zoning districts and subjecting them 

to special land use permit review where conditions can mitigate against the impacts from the use. 

2. If tr ue11> laud use is hei11,:: proposed or limitations trre being imposed thtrt might effecti,,ely ba11 a 

use, thiuk about tire "need" for it. If a township is considering a request regarding a new land use 

or limitations being imposed for a current use that effectively bans that use within its boundaries, 

the first prong of MCL 125.3207 will be met and there may be n higher probability of facing 

challenges under exclusionary zoning. If a zoning ordinance prohibits a land use intentionally, a 

township must be prepared to have evidence and/or sufficiem reasoning of why the land use is not 

needed in the township or in the region. This will be particularly difficult to satisfy for those uses 

with a public need in the area or region. 

3. Use tire master pln1111i11g process ns a ton/. Points 11 1 and #2 involve considering the 

appropriateness of lm1d uses in a township and whether land uses are needed in a township or 

region. These arc great items to address in a master plan regarding future land use development. 

Points in a master plan about these issues could be relied on related to application of MCL 

125.3207. 

4. Study land uses rlrar may he 1111ft1111ilinr. Zoning ordinances will not perfectly anticipate all land 

uses that may become more prevalent over the years. For example, the rapid clcvclopment of utility­

scale solar energy projects is something that many may have not anticipated decades ago when 

many zoning ordinances were written. To avoid potential stah1tory exclusionary zoning challenges, 

consider studying new Jund uses and temporarily pause consideration of such lnnd uses rather than 

just pointing to a zoning ordinance and informing a developer that the land use is prohibited. 

Information about imposing moratoriums is available in a separate c-lctter here: 

h.!Jps://fsbrlaw.com/10?1/()3/3 J /prcs<ing,na11<e-answers-10-<e,·en-frenwmJ.iy-;1skcd-<111estjon<-abo111-

moratorj11ms/. 

5. U111/erstaml the risk. Quite simply, more restrictive zoning regulations will create more 0397



"dem._ __ lted need': ;or th; land use withl; a township or surrounding co~unity unl~s~ ;he land use may :-1 
not be appropriately located (including being unlawful). 

Tips to Guard Against Excluding an Appropriate Zoning Use 

Understanding the framework for the statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning, townships should 

consider several concepts when assessing their master plans, adopting new zoning ordinances, or amending 

their current zoning ordinances. Below is a list of considerations that townships should consider when 

assessing their master plan, and drafting, amending, and applying their zoning ordinances to avoid a 

statutory exclusionary zoning challenge. 

I. Generally, do not prohibit land uses. The statutory prohibition on excllL';ionary zoning does not 

apply if a township does not 1mnlly_nmhihll land use in its zoning ordinance. For land uses that 

cause compatibility issues, consider allowing them in specific zoning districts and subjecting them 

to special land use pennit review where conditions can mitigate against the impacts from the use. 

2. /fa new land use is being proposed or limitations are being impm;ed that might effectively ban a 

11se, think abo11t the "need" for it. l fa township is considering a request regarding a new land use 

or limitations being imposed for a current use that effectively bane; that use within its boundaries, 

the first prong ofMCL 125.3207 will be met and there may be a higher probability of facing 

challenges under exclusionary zoning. If a zoning ordinance prohibits a land use intentionally, a 

township must be prepared to have evidence and/or sufficient reasoning of why the land use is not 

needed in the township or in the region. This will be particularly difficult to satisfy for those uses 

with a public need in the area or region. 

3. Use the master planning process as a ton/. Points #I and #2 involve considering the 

appropriateness of land uses in a township and whether land uses are needed in a township or 

region. These are great items to address in a master plan regarding future land use development. 

Points in a mac;ter plan about these issues could be relied on related to application of MCL 

125.3207. 

4. St11dy land 11ses that may he 11nfami/iar. Zoning ordinances will not perfectly anticipate all land 

uses that may become more prevalent over the years. For exnmple, the rapid development of utility­

scale solar energy projects is something that many may have not anticipated decades ago when 

many zoning ordinances were written. To avoid potential statutory exclusionary zoning challenges, 

consider studying new land uses and temporarily pause consideration of such land uses rather than 

just pointing to a zoning ordinance and infonning a developer that the land use is prohibited. 

Information about imposing moratoriums is available in a separate e-letter here: 

h.ttps·//fsbrlaw com/2023/03/3 J t~g-pause-answers-to-seven-freqi1mtly~11estjons-nboyt­

moratorjums/. 

5. Understand the risk. Quite simply, more restrictive zoning regulations will create more 

opportunities for challenges from developers based on statutory exclusionary zoning theories, 

among other legal theories. Although not the topic of this E-lctter, developers may challenge 

restrictive zoning ordinances on theories very similar to MCL 125.3207 such as older common law 

and constitutional theories. See e.g., Int 'I Outdoor v City of Livonia, unpublished per curiam 

opinion of the Court of Appeals, issued June 14, 2016 (Docket No. 325243), n I. 

We hope the above helped outline how the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act's exclusionary zoning language 

works and how courts have applied the test. Do not hesitate to contact us if your township needs help 

applying the statutory test above or otherwise needs guidance on how other challenges may apply to your 

zoning ordinance provisions. 

) 
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·'dc1m, ... ,trnted need" for the land use within a 1ownship or surrounding community unless the land use may 

not be appropriately located (including being unlawful). 

Tips to Guard Against Excluding an Appropriate Zoning Lise 

Understanding the framework for the statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning, townships should 

consider several concep1s when assessing their mas1cr plans, adopting new zoning ordinances, or amending 

I heir current zoning ordinances. Below is a !isl of considerations that townships should consider when 

assessing their master plan. and drnfiing, amending, nnd applying their zoning ordinances to avoid a 

statutory exclusionary zoning challenge. 

I. Ge11ernlly, dn 11111 pmhihit /a11d 11ses. The statutory prohibition on exclusionary zoning docs nol 

apply ifa township does not !Q!ill]y_p..mhih.i.l land use in its zoning ordinance. For land uses that 

cause compatibility issues. consider allowing them in specific zoning districts and subjecting them 

to special land use permit review where conditions can mitigate agains t the impacts from the use. 

2. If a new /a11d 11se is being proposed or li111it11ti1111s are being impnsed that might effectil-ely ban " 

use, think nhaut the Hnee,l"for i t. lfa township is considering n request regarding a new land use 

or limitations being imposed for a current use that effectively bans that use within its boundaries. 

the first prong of MCL 125.3207 will be met and there may be a higher probability of facing 

challenges under exclusionary zoning. If a zoning ordinance prohibits a land use intentionally. a 

township must be prepared to have evidence nncVor sufficient reasoning of why the land use is not 

needed in the township or in the region. This will be particularly difficult to satisfy for those uses 

with a public need in the area or region. 

3. Use the master p/a1111i11g process as a wot. Points # I and #2 involve considering the 

appropriateness of land uses in a township and wbet!ter land uses arc needed in a township or 

region. These ure great items to address in a muster plan regarding future land use development. 

Points in a master plan about these issues could be relied on related to application of MCL 

125.3207. 

4. S111dy land 11se.• that lllflJ' he 11nfa111iliar. Zoning ordinances will not perfectly anticipate all land 

uses that may become more prevalent over the years. For example, the rapid development of uti lity­

scale solar energy projects is something that many may have not anticipated decades ago when 

many zoning ordinances were written. To avoid potential statutory exclusionary zoning challenges, 

consider studying new land uses and temporarily pause consideration of such land uses rather than 

just pointing to a zoning ordinance and infom1ing a developer that the land use is prohibited. 

lnfom1ation about imposing moratoriums is available in a separate e-lctter here: 

llttps://fshrlaw com/2023/03/:l I lpESfilll!l:PDUSe-aM11 er;-to-sevcn-freqmm.lly-~skcd-q11cstjons-nbout­

morn1ori11ms/. 
5. U111/ersta11d the risk. Quite simply, more restrictive zoning regulations will create more 

opportunities for challenges from developers based on stall1tory exclusionary zoning theories, 

nmong other lcgnl theories. Although not the topic of this E-letter. developers may challenge 

restrictive zoning ordinances on theories very similar to MCL 125.3207 such as older common law 

and constitutional theories. See e.g., /111 ·1 0111tloor v City of Livonia, unpublished per curiam 

opinion of the Court of Appeals, issued June 14. 20 16 (Docket No. 325243), n I. 

We hope the above helped outline how the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act"s exclusionary zoning language 

works and how courts have applied the test. Do not hesitate to contact us if your township needs help 

opp lying 1he statutory test nbove or otherwise needs guidance on how other challenges may apply to your 

zoning ordinance provisions. 
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- ~ Application for Service on Data Cenie1· Advisory Work Group 

t Jt tJ1~-i e-1, § R ~ (;.; ~ 
09195 Major Douglas Sloan Road, Charlevoix, 1\1149720 (231) 547-6961 

TO\\ ''!SI llr' 

Applicant Name: ___,·1=0~<z:v'.\~cc..a'-_,_,_jc._,) _ _.c::,Gy~...::::5~,'-"'''---""I---- --------- --­

Street Address: 7'2.SdJ- lcO) l-=9w~ l<e(se.+f 

Email Address: 

Are you a registered voter in Haye No 

Arc )'OU a property taxpayer in Hayes Township? o Yes ~o 

Education: 
6.S 

Please briefly descdbe your emp1oyment history: 
-----'-½=c0'--

7 
e&k:: Ca.-c:q.o.y- ,.-,,._, Tu 4,.."½,qd1'<.9:-'.', ·1ee.- k V\.o l 6 t.11 CI-r),., 
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Strite any particular experiences or skills you believe would further qualify you for this position: 
• ~JL.__ _ ________ _ 

Do you believe you will have any conflicts of interest? __ /?.a'-------''-=----------------

You may altacb a separate letter of interest, resume or other summary of your background and experience for 
appointment to the body you are interested in . 

Reference(s) (Name, Address, Telephone): 

tBec) ..S /ocr1vv:, -
7 -- --- -

Signature ~ JJ ,,.. ,P 4f5-4-1 Date signed 2n22Ce-vv1 ~ )'3 

Please return to: Hayes Township, 09195 Major Douglas Sloan Road, Charlevoix, MI 49720. Or by 
e-mail to: clerld ?~>hayeslow11~hipmi .gov 

Hayes Township is an Equal Oppor11111ity Employer nncl will not discriminate n111ong applicants or employees with regard lo rnce, 

religion, sex , nge, 11nt ional origin, height, weight , nrnri1nl stntus, 11on-disgw1lifying dis11bilily , veter.111 status or on the bnsis of any 

clrnrncteristic that is pro1ectcd by slate or federal law. 
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Re: Reasons for the Hayes Township moratorium on data centers 
1 message 

BIii Conklin <supervisorhayeslcwnshipmi@gmail.com> 
To: Melvin Czechowsk 
Cc: Roy Griffitts <rwgriffitts3@gmail.com>, Kristin Baranski Clerk <clerk@hayestownshipmi.gov> 

) 

Your points are very good - I am certain these will be part of the review and investigations which will be undertaken by the Data Center Work Group. 

) 
clerk hayestownshlpml <clerkhayestownshlpml@gmall.com> 

Tue, Apr 14, 2026 at 5:31 PM 

There is no •policy• of making the Applications of individuals seeking to be appointed lo PC, ZBA or Committees available to the public, but that information is available. I will forward your request to the Clerk and the Chairs of the STR Advisory Committee and 
the Data Center Work Group, asking for their position on the matter. I know that you can FOIA the information but I am wondering If the Clerk/Board or the Committee chairs can make that decision lo send you the applications which were submitted. As far as 
the reasons why a certain applicant was appointed or not, would appear to be privileged and confidential since candid discussions would then be discouraged if one's opinion about an applicant was to be made public, but I am not certain about lhal. I will 
research that. 

Once I have reviewed the matter, then I will respond. 

Bill Conklin 

On Tue, Apr 14, 2026 al 1 :50 PM Melvin Czechowski 
Bill, 

' Data Centers: 

role: 

I believe the reasons for the Hayes Township moratorium on data centers should be because of the apprehensions many Hayes citizens have on the potential adverse affects of data centers in their 
communities. 't. 

Among these affects are a) excessively high electricity consumption (which can lead to higher customer bills), b) large amounts of water for cooling (which can cause local water issues), c) air pollution due 
to use of diesel powered generators as back-up power sources, d) no ice due to operation of cooling units, e) centers can and have used large amounts of land (many times prime farmland), f) localized heat 
islands around these centers, g) need for increased transmission lines to these centers as they require large amounts of electricity (which may be paid for by electrical consumers), h) many data centers need 
to be protected because of their data, which means fences, walls and high powered lights which can adversely affect life in neighboring communities. There are other reason, but these are the key ones for 
me. 

Aside from these concerns are privacy and political ones. Citizens are also concerned because of the large amounts of their personal data is kept in data centers, and fear of how data centers (particularly 
with Al) will be used for nefarious reasons by business and government. 

We know that data center information (and Al) is and can be used for the benefit of all of us, and there is no need to concentrate much effort on that. 

I still do not know if the initial data center meeting discussions will be published on the Township website. Information only need to let the public know what was discussed and the next steps (similar to 
what CT Martin wrote on his report). 

I know the names of the members of the STR and Data Center committees, but I do not know why the leaders of the committees chose them. What are members backgrounds and why do they want to 
participate? Is that available on the Township Website or at the Township? 

• Regards, 

Mel 
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M Gmail 

Roy and I discussd the attached Response as a Handout for 4/13 
3 messages 

Bill Conklin <supervisorhayestownshipmi@gmail.com> 
To: April Hilton <deputyclerkhaves@gmail.com>. Kristin Baranski Clerk <clerk@hayestownshipmi.gov> 

This does nol have lo be in lhe Packet perhaps bul we would like ii to be a handout for members of lhe Public for April 13. 2026 -

Thanks 

~ Data Centers_Address Rumors 4-13-26.pdf 
115K 

Bill Conklin <supervisorhayestownshipmi@gmail.com> 
To: April Hillen <deputycierkhayes@gmail.com>. Krislin Baranski Clerk <clerk@hayestownshipmi.gov> . ~ 

Please pitch the prior attachment - my "edito(' corrected some of my wording - ha- please use this version -

thanks, 
Bill 
fQuolod lcxl hlddonJ 

~ Data Centers_Address Rumors 4-13-26.pdl 
114K 

clerk haycstownshipmi <clerkhayestownshipmi@gmail.com> 
To: Roy Griffills <rwgriffitts3@gmail.com> 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Bill Conklin <supervisorhayestownshipmi@gmall.com> 
Date: April 8, 2026 al 6:17:02 PM EDT 
To: April Hillon <deputyclerkhayes@gmail.com>, Kristin Baranski Clerk <clerk@hayestownshipmi.gov> 
Subject: Re: Roy and I discussd the attached Response as a Handout for 4/13 

1auo1ed 10111 hidden! 
<Data Cenlers_Address Rumors 4-13-26,pdf> 

clerk hayestownshipmi <clerkhayestownshlpml@gmail.com> 

Wed. Apr 8. 2026 at 5:41 PM 

Wed, Apr 8. 2026 at 6:16 PM 

Thu, Apr 9, 2026 at 9:43 AM 
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ADDRESSING RUMORS REGARDING DATA CENTER 

The Hayes Township Board of Trustees and the Hayes Township Planning Commission 
are aware that claims have been circulating on social media that a data center proposal 
will be considered by Hayes Township. We also have heard concerns that Hayes 
Township is adopting ordinance language to allow or facilitate data centers. Please note 
the following facts: 

1. No application for a data center land use has been received by nor has there 
been any discussion concerning a plan for a data center involving any Hayes 
Township personnel. 

2. As of this date, no site plan, proposal, or inquiry regarding a possible data center 
has been discussed or received by any Hayes Township personnel. 

3. Over the next 9 months, our Data Center Work Group will undertake its thorough 
investigation, review, study and research regarding possible provisions and 
conditions to be contained within a Data Center Ordinance. 

• Currently the Hayes Township Zoning Ordinance does not include 
provisions to regulate data centers. 

• State law prohibits exclusionary zoning - meaning the Township 
cannot use the Zoning Ordinance to exclude a certain type of land 
use. Therefore, it is not possible to simply reject any data center 
proposal or adopt an ordinance that would ban data centers entirely. 

• Hayes Township is not reacting to any request for a data center; 
rather, we are working responsibly to get ahead of any request: 

a. We passed a resolution for a one-year moratorium in March; 
b. We formed a Data Center Work Group before receiving any 

application/request for a land use, involving a data center; 
c. Our Data Center Work Group will be investigating strategies, 

reviewing case law, researching legal analyses and other 
ordinances to determine how to appropriately regulate the 
possible uses within the confines of legal precedent and how 
to protect the environment and our natural resources, while 
safeguarding the health, safety, and welfare of the township 
residents. 

uJ~M.Co~ 
William M. Conklin, Supervisor 
Hayes Township 
Charlevoix County 
April 13, 2026 

I 
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Subject: Wednesday agenda 

? Roy Griffitts <rwgriffi1ts3@gmail.com> 

to Hayes OCworkgroup 

Good evening all, 

Attached please find an agenda draft for Wednesday. This first meeting is just for members of the group, to meet and get organized, talk about how we move forward and how to respond to the inevit 

If any of you have any questions or concerns, feel free to email me or call me 

See you all Wednesday at 7 

Thanks, 

Roy 

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Hayes DCworkgroup" group. 

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to ~~g!Q1!P.+unsubscnbe@c1129~rl2!1P~-

To view this discussion visit !:l!Jp.i.l[grQ.11P~g1129le.com/d msg,d/hayes-dcworkgroug/488b640d-a534-4599-llb2b-06c2030d2a85n%40gQQQ~rl2ll~­

For more options, visit !:1!1~9CWllllWJQQ9~12l2l!!-

One attachment • Scanned by Gmail @➔. Add ta Drive 

~ 040826 Data Cen .. 
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Data Center Work Group 
April 8, 2026 
7pm 

To Do List-AKA-Agenda 

Let's introduce ourselves to each other, who we are, what we do and why we wanted to help. 

We can try to set some sort of meeting calendar. 

What do we want to come out this process? 

Let's learn a common language and prepare to teach it to the township. 

How do we communicate with each other and the public? 

Ideas from the group to talk about. 
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,UDJect: t<e: test 

? 
Joe McHugh t , ) 
to Roy Griffitts, Hayes DCworkgroup 

Hi Roy, 

Sorry for the noise interference on the zoom meeting. The ]'h or the 8th will work for me for a meeting. 

Thanks 

Joe McHugh 

From: llil,yes-dcworkgroup.@.flQQCIJ:ITTQl!P.S.com <llil,yes-dcworkgroup.@.flQQg!Qg(Q!Jos.com> on behalf of Roy Griffitts <Q\'gnffitts3@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2026 5:49:29 PM 

To: Hayes DCworkgroup <hi!.v~C£.Q.l,!IU§l.gQ.Qg[gg[Q!!p2.&Q!!!> 

Subject: test 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Great Lakes Energy. Do no! click links or open allachmenls unless you recognize !he sender and know !he content is safe. If suspicious, please use PhishAlert. 

I have created !his google group to funnel emails from the public into one location so we can keep track of them and we can all see them. We will talk about this further. this is a test to see if I am doing. correctly. 

Roy 

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Hayes DCworkgroup" group. 

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it. send an email to lll!y~grouP.+unsubscribe@gQQg!Qgroups com. 

To view this discussion visit l!!!P~9[Ql!P..2.912Q!lle,com/dlmsgid/hayes-dcworkg!Q!1Dla4 512aa0-b55c-46f4-9ff7 -dc353bda8c94n%40goog!ggrouP.s.com. 

For more options, visit l!!!P.s:/lg!Q!JpJi.QQQ.9~P.!2l!!-

Mar 26, 2(,, 1PM 
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,uoJect: new memoer prome 

? 
Roy Griffitts <1'. ts3@gmail.com, Thu, Mar 26, 5:54 PM 

to Hayes DCworkgroup 

Please find a brief profile on Jon Purdy who will be joining the group. He will not be able to join us tonight. 

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Hayes DCworkgroup" group. 

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from ii, send an email to rnwes-clcworkgrrum•unsubscribe@ 

gQQg!QgrouP.s.com. 

To view this discussion visit t!l.lp~gf.Ql!~gQQglo com/d/msgil!/.bsly~gt:.Ql.10/b719c1e2-fad1-49d9-8fcd-

831 o5f4ad0aBn%40gQQg!/1g[Ol!p~. 
For more options. visit !illP.s:1/group~gQQgle com/d/ollli!I!!. 

One attachment • Scanned by Gmail @. Add to Drive 

_______ 
.. ________ _ . ., .. __ , ___ __ 
______ ,. _____ .,. 

~ Jon Purdy Datace. 
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Jon Purdy 

IT Manager for Precision Edge Surgical Products 

Graduated from Northern Michigan University in 2003 with a 

BS in Network Computing (Computer Science degree) 

I have lived in Hayes Township for 44 of my 46 years, with the 

exception being college at NMU, and then two years in Marion 
Township. 

My first IT related job out of college was with NMCS, a local 
Managed Service Provider primarily for the Burns Clinic and 

other medical professionals in the Petoskey area. 

After being with NMCS for a year, an opportunity for a job as the Network Administrator for 
LexaMar became available, and I worked there from 2004 to 2023. For the last 5 years of my 
time there, I was the IT Manager, after the retirement of my previous manager. 

In 2023 I started my current position as the IT Manager for Precision Edge Surgical Products. 

In both latter positions the company that I worked for was part of a much larger corporation, and 

the technology implemented has involved the use and regulation of AI technologies as they 
became more prevalent in the industry. 

My primary stance on AI is the following: 

1. While there are indeed use cases for AI, the rapid expansion and integration of AI in 
every device and website is unnecessary at best, and unwanted and dangerous at worst. 

2. The current financial structure of most, if not all AI companies is untenable and brings 
into question the long-term viability and stability of large-scale AI datacenters. 
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,UDJect: 1-<e: Loom 11nK 

MaryJo Smith, ) TWP 
? - Thu, Mar 2b, i. 

to Roy Griffitts 

Thank you so much for understanding 

I am feeling better 1oday so fingers crossed I can gel it together tonight , , 

I'm healing fairly quickly for the amount of damage I did in the fall but it lakes lime. 

I will do my best lo join lonigh1 

Thanks 

MJ 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 26, 2026, at 6:34 AM, Roy Griffitts <(Y!9~9!:!lfill.@!!l> wrote: 

Oh Mary Jo I am sorry that you have hurt yourself. The good news is !hat the mealing is 1onighl al 7. So we have another opportunity. I understand how 1hese 1hings go. I had a knee replacement replaced again 1wo weeks ago and I 

sleep when I can in a recliner. 

Fingers crossed you can join but if not we will catch up wi1h you . Yes we still want your par!icipation as you are able to. 

Roy 

On Mar 26, 2026, al 5:52 AM, MaryJo Smith rote: 

Dear Roy, 

I need to apologize for missing the zoom meeting last night. I had an accident last friday falling on my basement stairs. In the fall I hit the back of my head on the cement wall and last night was a bad night so I laid down 

when my husband got home from work and I just woke up a couple hours ago. This healing is taking a while but I would still like to help in this commillee if you need my help. 

Thank you for your time and understanding. I normally don't miss things but my body and healing do what they need to do when it's an injury this severe. 

Thank you again 

MaryJo Smith 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 25, 2026, at 11 :28AM. Roy Griffills <rltgnffitts3(ulgmill!£2!!!> wrote: 

7 pm. Sorry if I wasn't clear. 

On Wed, Mar 25, 2026 at 10:55AM MaryJo Smith 

Whal time is the meeting 

Sent from my iPhone 

ote: 

On Mar 25, 2026. at 6:32 AM, Roy Griffil1s <~g!l!lillaJ.@gml!!!.@m> wrote: 

Good Morning all, 

If I have done this correctly the following link should work for tomorrow evening. This meeting will last no more than 40 minu1es 

Thanks, 

Roy 

!l!lP.s://us04web,zoom.us/ji75369808856?P.wd=RSPK82uA66YMy.!'!Jlp.!!ITJ~a34PHGIIA, 1 
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? MaryJo Smi t 

to Roy Griffitts 

Thank you so mucn ,or understanding 

I am feeling better today so fingers crossed I can get ii together tonight , , 

I'm healing fairly quickly for the amount of damage I did in the fall but ii takes time. 

I will do my best to join tonight 

Thanks 

MJ 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 26, 2026. at 6:34 AM. Roy Griffitts <[Y'onffitts3(u)g!lli!!J£2!!!> wrote: 

Thu, Mar 26, 12:12PM 

Oh Mary Jo I am sorry that you have hurt yourself. The good news is that the meeting is tonight at 7. So we have another opportunity. I understand how these things go. I had a knee replacement replaced again two weeks ago and I 
sleep when I can in a recliner. 

Fingers crossed you can join but if not we will catch up with you . Yes we still want your participation as you are able to. 

Roy 

On Mar 26, 2026, at 5:52 AM, MaryJo Smith wrote: 

Dear Roy, 

I need to apologize for missing the zoom meeting last night. I had an accident last friday falling on my basement stairs. In the fall I hit the back of my head on the cement wall and last night was a bad night so I laid down 

when my husband got home from work and I just woke up a couple hours ago. This healing is taking a while but I would still like to help in this committee if you need my help. 

Thank you for your time and understanding. I normally don·t miss things but my body and healing do what they need to do when it's an injury this severe. 

Thank you again 

MaryJo Smith 

Sent from my IPhone 

On Mar 25, 2026, at 11 :28 AM. Roy Griffitts <!Y:!g~@grn1!1l&Q!lP wrote: 

7 pm. Sorry if I wasn't clear. 

On Wed. Mar 25, 2026 at 10:55 AM Mary Jo Smit 

What time is the meeting 

Sent from my iPhone 

wrote: 

On Mar 25. 2026. at 6:32 AM, Roy Griffitts <et1g~Qflli!Jl£2Jll> wrote: 

Good Morning all. 

If I have done lhis correctly the following link should work for tomorrow evening. This meeting will last no more than 40 minutes 

Thanks. 

Roy 

h!tos:l/us04web.zoom ,,s/j/75369808856?pwd=RSPKB2yA66YMy~p.filljkg34PHGIIA J 
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1UDJect: t<e: 1 n_e morning aner 

Sun, Mar, ,, ,}OBAM ? Jon Purdyta \ 
to Roy Griffitts, Hayes OCworkgroup 

Saw this article today and thought I'd share. 

!J.Ups·11r,,1ur;sm,comiartific1aHole!ligonce/scm1no1c-oa11on-data-cen1ers 

On Fri, Mar 27, 2026, 09:17 Roy Griffi tts <!Y!griffills3@gmall com> wrote: 

Good morning all, 

I clearly picked the wrong day and lime and caught you folks traveling or otherwise busy. 

Apologies for that. 

Short recap. 

We settled on Wed. April 8 at 7 pm for our next attempt at meeting one another. I think we should meet al the township hall. 

We can confirm our meeting schedule and we can start lo firm up the parameters of out project. 

In the mean lime, let's continue to gather information and if you wish we can start lo provide some written thoughts about the issues and challenges from what we find or out or from our experience. Last night I looked for information on how data 

centers generate revenue which interestingly lead to information on size and structure. I am attaching a couple of articles on this topic. It seems to suggest one of the criteria that we should include in our report. 

I look forward to meeting all of you and reading anything that you care to share as you noodle on this topic. 

Roy 

hl!P~P.trlum co,uk/how-dq-daln-centms-make-monoyL 

ll!]~globaldatacenterhub.comlP.llhe-3-ways-data-centers-make-money 

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Hayes DCworkgroup" group. 

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from i t, send an email to tl,Jy~g!Ql!p+unsubscribe@goog~g!Ql!P.S.com. 

To view this discussion visit ll!]ps://g!'.Q!JP..§.9QOgle comldlmsgillilli\)les-dcworkgrouP./3a5a54ad-fe5e-484a-97ea-963e290c06rJ1 n%40goog!ggrouP.s,com. 

For more options, visit ll!]ps://group~google,com/dloptout. 
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Sign Top View 
Dimensions 
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-HA YES TO-WNSIDP 

• ___ on1n ermit 
The permit mu_st be ·vis1ble from the highway frontage 

Any person willfully destroying this permit before the completion of this buildtng 
will be punished to the full extent of the law. 

Date 04/23/2025 
~-..;.... _.=__.:;._ _____ ~ Permit No. 2s·-04-04 

ISSUED FOR THE ERECTION OF A 

New 50"X59.511 Sign Located as shown on Site Plan ~- . 

Special CQnditions _____________ , ·------=:---'-- - -----=----··· • --

Location 10~69 us 31 N....-9:iarl~~oi; Ml 49720 
--PIN 15-001-1os-001-15 

Owner_ Holtec Contractor -----'-------.---- ------=~- Prolmaye-

~ /It/ V an,,1 QA, 

v Zoning Adm.fufstrator 
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Hayes Township Zoning Permit Application 
9195 Major Douglas Sloan Rd. 

Charlevoix, Ml 49720 \. 
(231 )547-6961 yO 

Permit Number: ;r,3- O'-"j f (j-{ Fee: fb c:Q, 00 Date: 4 - ;2'3- i:7-1 Zone District:----=1'"-----

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Property OwnerName(s)_Hj...µ-0£......1....l\(--'--('.,=(___=----------------

Mailing Address !O~(o1 (J'S AwY 31 N[)"'""R 

Telephone ):~I - )__~] , ~)Ol Cell: ~L~ - 3{);)-{5?J,q EMAIL: t~u-oix€ ho!TCG C.lYf\ 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

,~ ~ 
Property Tax ID Number(s)15-007-i- ODI - / v 

Property Address Io). b 9 us 1 \ tJ . chk'~lltli>t , ry( [ t./ T? J.'D 

Contractor_---'-Q__._rv-=---'--' ~'-'--"--,~ _____ Contractor Contact Information 

PROPOSED USE OF PROPERTY 

Type oflmprovement(s)(describe)_ Cm--=CL.L!IJrfl..,__o/(__,__,_1._-W___._{ __ ~___;_lfi-:-/)-rt-_________ _ 

New Construction_ Reconstruction_ Addition Sign-X- Other ___ _ _ 

c'.Q X c-Cl. c 7 c:;:. Dimensions of Proposed Structure. _ _.._.;____u--=c..........;._....:..__J ......c._,~.,____HEIGHT ___ -t_7r '------

PROPOSED ZONING PERMIT 

Special Use_ Type of Special Use ____ _ Rezone _ _ Land Division/Split Involved? __ _ 
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PERMITS & REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 

Site Plan Required ___ __ Survey Required. _ ____ Health Dept. ______ _ 

Road Commission __ Soil & Erosion_ _ Corps of Engineers_ D.N.R._ D.E.Q. 

~A~ Owners Signature(s),_T<=om.='-"'La=C.,,r...,o.._ix~~ --'~-.\.JLL..:....-=-~-=---==------+----------- ----

Zoning Adm inistrator Signature __________________________ _ 

SEE ADD ITONAL PAGES 
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OPTION B 

Post & Panel Sign 

50" x 59.5" Double Sided - Top of Sign 7 ' Tall 

Full Coverage Printed Reflective Graphics 

4" x 4" x 1 0' Treated Posts w/ W hite PVC Sleeves & Flat Caps 

HOL TEC 
I NTERNATIONAL 

Big Rock Point 

10269 US Highway 31 North 

C 

0 
l.() 

C 

s;j" 
co 

PLEASE CHECK All INFORMATION CAREFULLY 

Important: It is dient's responsibility to verify all spelling and design content prior to approval. Pro Image Design will make changes ONE 
time after the initial concept, from that point any revisions will be billed at $95 per hour. rhe artwork created or furnished by PRO IM.AGE DESIGN 

shall remain fhei, exclusive property. If reprodudior o f content or ideas from the attached design occur,, PRO IMAGE DESIGN expeds to be reimbursed for all costs 

incuirod in limo, mole,iols. and e fforl eriloi lod in c1eoting these plans. All 01two1 k is !hep oporty of P,o Image Design • Copy, ighl 70?'2 
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Prepare a drawing on the grid sheet or a separate sheet of paper showing lot location (road names, lakeshore, 
ordinary high water mark, streams, easements, rights-of-ways, unusual topographic features}, lot dimensions, 
location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structure(s} including height, distance between 
structure(s) and front, rear and sides lot lines. L.ocate driveway, giving distance to nearest side lot line. Also 
show locations of wel l, septic tank and drain field. Please refer to Instruction page. 

NOTE: The Township must inspect the layout of the building and verify all application information. The 
signature of the appl icant on this application authorizes t11e inspection of this property Please cal l the 4J:tg 
Administrator at 231 -547-6961 when the site is staked, but before construction begins. Mall completed 
application to: Zoning Administrator, 09195 Major Douglas Sloan Road, Charlevoix, ML 49720. You may 
also contact the Zoning Administrator at zoning@hayestownshipmi.gov.For waterfront properties: a 
shoreline inspection is also required. A signed appl ication authorizes the Township officals and consultants 
to visit and inspect property. 
Whenever your property has an improvement added, it is added to the Hayes Township Assessment Roll. The 
Hayes Township Assessor is notified of new zoning permits & will visit your property to assess tl1e 
improvements. If you prefer to have an appointment vs the assessor coming to your home unannounced, you 
should contact the assessor to schedule an appointment. Assessor, 231-497-9361. 
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HAYES TOWNSHIP 
ZONING PERMIT PROCEDURES 

House/Mobile Home Permit 

Health Department Permit for Septic & Well - (231) 547•6523 
220 W. Garfield, Charlevoix, Ml 49720 

If wetlands are Involved or property is within 500 feet from a lake or stream a permit is needed 
from: 

o Charlevoix Soil and Water Conservation District- (23:1) 547.7235 
Wendy Armstrong, 301 State St., County Building, Charlevoix, Ml 49720 

o Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (517) 732-3541 
1732 M-32 West, P.O. Box 667, Gaylord, Ml 49735 

Driveway permit if new driveway or pavement/blacktop if existing drive 
Charlevoix County Road Commission - (231) 582-7330, 1251 Boyne Ave., P.O. Box 39, Boyne 
City, Ml 49712 

House number for any new residence. Charlevoix County Equalization -
(231) 547-7230, 301 State St., County Building, Charlevoix, Ml 49720 

After Health Department Permit has been obtained, and when required, Soil erosion/Wetlands 
permit, a Zoning permit can be issued. 

Building Permit- (231) 547-7236 (Building Construction, Plumbing & Heating) 
County of Charlevoix Building Inspection, 301 State St., County Building, Charlevoix, Ml 49720 

Accessory Building - Non Agriculture use 

If wetlands are involved or property is within 500 feet from a lake or stream a Wetlands and Soil 
Erosion Permit is needed. 

Zoning Permit required if square footage is more than 200 square feet or on a permanent 
foundation 

Building Permit 

Accessory Building -Agriculture Use 

Zoning Permit required. 

Building Permit.may not be required 

Addition to Residence/Accessory Building 

All Setback regulations must be met. 

Building Permit is required. 

If bedrooms are being added all above permits must be obtained. 
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a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g, 

h. 

Section'- .13 Schedule of Regulaf_ __ 

Minimum Lot Area 
I 

Max.Ht. I Minimum Yard Setbacks 

I 
Minimum I Max¾of I 

Zoning 
. DistrictName Structure (h) Square lmpervfous 

District 

I 
I 

I 
Footage Surface 

Area Width Feet Front Side Rear 

CR· Conservation Reserve NA NA 35 (d) NA NA NA NA 15 

A-1 Agricultural lOAc 330ft 35 (b) (cl) 25 50 (g) 50 600 30 

RR-I Rural Residential 5Ac 330 ft 35 (b) 25 25 25 900 15 

R-1 Low Density Residential 2ac 200 ft· 35 (a) 25 15 25 900 15 

R-2 Small lot Residential *ac. 120ft 35 (a) 25 15 25 900 20 

R-3 One and Two Family Residential 20,000 sf /unit 100 ft 35 25 15 25 900 30 

R-4 Multiple Farruly Residential (e) 200 ft 35 40 30 40 900 (f) 50 

R-5 Mobile Home Park - Residential 5,000 sf/unit 50ft 35 20 10 20 900 NA 

C-1 Neighborhood commercial lAc 100 ft 35 (c) (d) 35 15 35 NA 60 

C-2 General Commercial 2Ac 100 ft 35 (c) (d) • 35 15 35 NA 60 

1-1 General Industrial 2Ac 200 ft 50 (c)(d) 50 25 50 NA 60 - . 
-Maximum hei ht shall be 30' for structures located wrthm !UUU feet O the ordina hi h water mark of lakes, unless s ecificall waived b the P g ry g p y y lanning 
Commission upon finding the proposed structure is separated from the Jake by an existing topographic feature so that the lake is not visible from a distance 
1 ,000' from the ordinary high water mark. 
Exceptions to height standards for Agricu.[tural Uses. The maximum height of permitted agricu[tura[ accessory structures that are essential and 
customarily used in agricultural operations associated with a farm shall be forty-five (45) feet, except that the maximum height of silos shall be one 
hundred (100) feet, provided that all such accessory farm structures shall be located at [east one hundred (100) feet from any residential dwelling other 
than the dwelling on the lot or parcel where the-accessory farm structures are located. 
Telecommunication towers, alternative tqwer structures, transmission and communication towers, utility microwaves, and public utility T.V. or radio 
transmitting towers shall not be subject to the height regulations of this Section, but shall be regulated pursuant to Section 7 .01 .20 of this ordinance. 
Wind Turbine Generators or Anemometer Towers shall not be subject to the height regulations of this Section, but shall be regulated pursuant to Section 
3.10- Noncommercial Wind Turbine Generators or Section 7.01.21-Wind Turbine Generators of this ordinance. 
Density regulations of this zone district -Not more than four (4) dwelling units per net acre shall be permitted in this zone district, except as otherwise 
herein provided. There shall be a minimum of fifty (50) percent of the gross area of the proposed "R-411 Zone District maintained as open space or non­
profit recreational uses. In the process of determining the usable net acreage in a particular 'R-4" project, the developer shall not consider lands having 
a slope greater than 20% (20 feet of vertical fall in 1 00 lineal feet). 
If the developer proposes a mixture of units having differing floor plans, a minimum floor space of eight hundred frfty (850) square feet shall be 
maintained. 
The side yard setback for a single family dwe[ling sha[I be reduced to twenty-five (25) feet. 
Any property located on water frontage is also subject to the requirements of Section 3.14 Waterfront Regulations. 

Article IV: Zoning Districts and Map 
Hayes Township Zoning Ordinance 

JV-13 Amended: January 11, 2016 
Effective: January 28, 2016 
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HAYES TOWNSHIP FEE SCHEDULE 
TYPE OFAPPLICATION/PERMIT Fee 

ZONING PERMITS 
Applications shall be filed in writing with the Zoning Administrator, and shall be signed by 
the applicant, or by his or her authorized agent. Enclosed a check payable to Hayes 
Township in the appropriate amount. Zoning Permit Fee is as follows: 50.00 Minimum 

Projects costing between $20,000 and $70,000 70.00 
Projects costing between $70,001 and$100,000 90.00 
Projects in excess of$100,000 90.00 plus 10.00 for 

each increment of 
If a zoning Permit expires and needs to be re-issued, the Zoning Permit application fee 20,000 over 100,000 
will be Yz of the original zoning permit application fee, as long as no changes are made 
from theoriginal zoning permit application. 
Zoning Permit After the Fact Double Original Fee 
Replanting Shoreland Protection 100.00 
Additional inspections of replanting Shoreland Protection/Landscaping {each time)* 50.00 

BOARD OF APPEALS 
Initial Application (Additional hours billed at $20.00/hour) 935.00 
Subsequent meeting when tabled at the request of the applicant for more than 10 
days 590.00 
REZONING REQUEST 
Contiguous Parcels 200.00 
SPECIAL LAND USE/SPECIAL APPROVAL REQUESTS (Residential) 
Cottage Industry 100.00 
Dog Kennels 100.00 

SITE PLAN/DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW, SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
PUD's, Commercial, Industrial Developments or Site Condominiums 300.00 
Single Family Subdivision Plat Application Review - Each Phase ofReview 300.00 

RE-PUBLISHING FEE Actual Cost 
LAND DIVISION APPLICATION or RECONFIGUA TION 150.00 
SIGN PERMIT 50.00 
SPECIAL MEETING REQUEST Actual Cost of 
Example: Each Planning Commission Member @85.00, Chairman @110.00, members and staff 
Secretary @150.00 and Zoninq Administrator @$110.00. present 
SHORT TERM RENTAL LICENSE FEE 
Application Fee 200.00 
Rental License After the Fact Double Original Fee 
Re-Application Fee 500.00 
COPIES 
Zoning Ordinance - ResidenUNon Resident 20.00 
Comprehensive Plan - ResidenUNon Resident 20.00 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), mailing list, minutes etc 
Per Page .10 
Per Hour 12.00 
Per Month Copy of all documents provided in the packets prepared for and mailed to 30.00 
the Board ofTrustees orTownship Commissions (paid in advance) 
NON-SUFFICIENT FUNDS (NSF) Effective 07/13/09 Cost of Bank Charges 
HALL RENTAL 
Resident 100.00 
Request for key day before date rented 50% of rental fee 
Funeral Dinner No Charge 
All Hall Rentals are subject to Hayes Township residency & deposit 

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR MORE FEES 
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NON SUFFICIENT FUNDS (NSF) Effective 07/13/09 Cost of Bank Charges 
CEMETERY FEES 
Single Burial Plot in Old Section (Cremation Only) 100.00 
Single Burial Plot in New Section 300.00 
Grave Open/Close 500.00 
Cremains Burial Open/Close 75.00 
Grave Marker Foundation Installation 125.00 
Grave Marker Foundation Township Cost+ 
All fees subject to Hayes Township Cemetery Ordinance #091018 Shipping 
SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR MORE FEES 

The above list includes the initial fees only. If the Planning Commission or Zoning Board or Appeals determines that review of an applicalion and/or 
participation In the review process by qualified professional planners, engineers, attorneys, or other professionals is necessary they may require lhe 
applicant to deposit funds in an escrow account as regulated by Section 9.05.2 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
*Charged lo the developer or landowner if initial inspecllon Is not passed due lo failure lo install plants and landscaping according lo the requirements of the 
Hayes Township Ordinance and lhe approved site plan. 
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4/23/25, 11 :52 AM Charlevoix County Search App 

Viewing Parcel Number: 007-108-001-15 

Parcel Details 

Assessing City/Township: 

Property Address: 

Owner Information: 

Property Class: 

Taxable Status: 

School District: 

P.R.E. Percentage: 

Current SEV: 

Current Taxable Value: 

Prior Vear SEV: 

Prior Vear Taxable Value: 

Sales Information 

Date 

06/27/2022 

04/11/2007 

Tax Description 

Hayes Township 

10253 US 31 N 

CHARLEVOIX, Ml 49720 

HOLTEC PALISADES LLC & C/O CHRIS BIEBERBACH 

1 HOLTEC BLVD 

CAMDEN, NJ 08104 

302 - Industrial - Vacant 

TAXABLE 

15050 - Charlevoix 

0% 

$215,000 

$132,506 

$154,800 

$128,522 

Document Type 

0TH 

Liber/Page 

1360/791 

799/201 WD 

Sales Price 

$0 

$430,000 

A PARCEL OF LAND IN THE W1/2 OF SEC 8 & N1/2 OF NW1/4 OF SEC 17 T34N R7W DESC AS: COM AT 

CONSUMERS POWER CO MARKER AT SW COR OF SD SEC 8, RUN TH N0DEG05'57"W AL W LI OF SD SEC 

580.70FT TH N89DEG58'47"E 91.20FT BEING POB TH N0DEG05'21 11W 2177.62FT (THIS LOCATION BEING 

HEREAFTER IN THIS DEED REFERRED TO AS POINT A) TH N89DEG56'2911E 2124.65FT TH S0DEG03'5711E 

2179.05FT TH S89DEG58'4711W 744.25FT (THIS LOCATION BEING HEREAFTER IN THIS DEED REFERRED TO 

AS POINT 8) TH S25DEG 0'34"E 919.08FT TH SLY 167.07FT AL ARC OF A 384.84FT RAD CUR TO RT (SD 

https://www.charlevoixcounty.org/online_services/ 1/2 
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4/23/25, 11 :52 AM Charlevoix County Search App 

CURVE HAVING A CENTRAL ANG OF 24DEG52'28" & A CHORD BEARING S12DEG34'20"E 165.77FT) TH 

S0DEG08'06"E 249.41 FT TO NWLY ROW LI OF HWY US 31 TH S29DEG42'25"W AL SD HWY ROW LI 

80.38FT TH N0DEG08'06"W 319.13FT TH NLY 149.71 FT ALONG ARC OF 344.84FT RAD CURVE TO LEFT (SD 

CURVE HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 24DEG52'28" & A CHORD BEARING N12DEG34'20"W 148.54FT) TH 

N25DEG0'34"W 937.73FT TH S89DEG58'47"W 1335.38FT TO POB,BEING PT W1/2 OF SEC 8-34-7 & PT 

NW1/4 SEC 17-34-7, CONT 107.486A SPLIT ON 04/11/2007 FROM 007-108-001-00, 007-117-003-00 

https://www.charlevoixcounty.org/online_services/ 

(https://mangomap.com/? 

utm_source=mango&utm_medium=map 

© 2025 Charlevoix County 

2/2 
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